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PAKT FIRST. 



HISTORY OF THE OLD TES- 
TAMENT. 

I— THE ERA OF CREATION. 

B. C. 4191 — B. C. 2524. 
CHAPTER I. 

THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 

Cre-ate. To form out of Fir-ma-ment. The region of 
nothing; to cause to exist. the air; the sky. 

1. In the beginning Almighty God created the heavens 
and the earth. But the earth was a mere shapeless mass 
of matter covered with deep waters. And all around was 
darkness. 

2. Then on the first day God said, " Let there be light; 
and there was light." The darkness was now all gone, 
and the earth became bright and cheerful. 

3. On the second day God said, "Let the firmanent 
appear/' And it was so. The beautiful bright blue sky 
arched over the earth, and a part of the waters of the sea 
were changed into clouds and went up to their place in 
the sky. 

1. What did God create in the beginning? 2. What did He 
create on the first day? 3. On the second? 
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4. On the third day God said, " Let the waters be gath- 
ered together in one place, and let the dry land appear." 
And it was so. And God gave the name of Earth to the 
dry land, and He called the water Sea. 

5. The earth now showed mountains, hills, valleys, and 
wide fields, while rivers, lakes and brooks freshened np 
the land and poured themselves into the sea. 

6. And God spoke again and commanded the earth to 
bring forth grass and herbs and trees bearing fruit. And 
the earth became green as in spring-time with its grass 
and herbs and thousands of gay flowers and trees in blos- 
som. 

7. On the fourth day God said, " Let there be light in 
the heavens to divide the days and the years, and give 
light to the earth." And it was so. The golden sun 
rose in the heavens to give light to the day ; and the 
silvery moon and countless stars shone at night. 

8. On the fifth day God said, "Let there be fish in the 
waters, and birds in the air." And at once the waters 
were filled with fish, and the air with birds of every kind. 

9. On the sixth day God said, " Let the earth bring 
forth beasts of every kind." And it was done. Then on 
the seventh day God rested, and set apart this day for 
man to give to the worship of his Maker, and for a day of 
holy rest from his labors. 

4. On the third? 5. What was now seen on the earth? 6. What 
did God also command the Earth to bring forth? 7. What did 
God command on the fourth day? 8. On the fifth? 9. On tht> 
sixth? 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE CREATION OF MAS', 

Par-a-dise. A beautiful gar- Asia, but the place is an* 
den, often called the Garden known, 
of Eden. It was % situated in Xike-ness. Resemblance. 

1. The earth and the heavens were now made and 
beautifully decked out, but on the whole wide world 
there was not as yet a single human being to take delight 
in it. 

2. Then God said, " Let us make man in our image 
and likeness; he shall have power over the fishes of the 
sea, the birds of the air, the beasts of the field, and over 
the whole earth. 

3. And so God made man out of the soft, moist earth, 
and breathed into him the breath of life. Thus he 
became a living soul, and God called him Adam, which 
means, man taken from the earth. 

4. God placed Adam in a lovely garden called Paradise. 
There were in it all sorts of lovely trees with the sweetest 
blossoms and fruit; and in the centre was a spring, — 
which, divided into four streams, watered the whole 
garden. 

5. Among the trees in the garden of Paradise there 
was one which was called the tree of the knowledge 

1. Was there any one to take delight in the beautiful earth? 
2. What did God now do? 3. How did God make man? 
4. Where did he place Adam? 5. What particular tree was there 
in the garden? 
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of good and evil. And God told Adam that he must 
not eat of the fruit of this tree. 

6. God gave this command to Adam in order that he 
might learn what it was to obey God, and not to think 
everything in the world was his own, instead of being the 
gift of his loving and wise Creator. 

7. After this God brought all the animals before Adam 
and told him to give them each a name. Adam did so 
and joyfully thanked his Maker for all His wisdom and 
bounty. 

8. Adam was as yet alone in the lovely garden. There 
;was no one to share his happiness. And so he was in 
danger of growing tired of his life even in Paradise. 

9. God knew this and said, " It is not good for man to 
be alone; let us make him a helpmate like to himself." 
And He cast a deep sleep upon Adam, and during it, 
took one of his ribs and made of it a woman. 

10. When Adam awoke, and saw his beautiful compan- 
ion, he rejoiced greatly to see another being like himself, 
and called her Eve, which means Woman. 

11. Adam and Eve dwelt in peace and innocence, 
knowing neither pain nor sorrow. They loved God 
above all things and He showed such goodness towards 
them as often to come and converse with them. 



6. Why did God give this command to Adam? 7. What did 
God do after this? 8. Was Adam still alone in Paradise? 
9. What did God do to make him happier? 10. What did 
Adam do when he beheld Eve? 11. How did they dwell? 



THE FALL OF OUR FIRST PARENTS* 
CHAPTER III. 

THE FALL OF OUR FIRST PARENTS. 

1. Of all the animals which God had placed up** th* 
earth, none was so cunning as the serpent. And <*o the 
devil made use of him to bring about the fall of Adam 
and Eve. 

2. One day when Eve happened to go near the forbid- 
den tree, she saw amid its branches a serpent. It began 
to speak and said to her, "Why has God commanded 
that you should not eat of every tree in the garden? " 

3. Eve answered, " We are allowed to eat of the f rui* 
of the trees in the garden; only of the fruit of this tree 
which is in the centre of Paradise, God has commanded 
that we should not eat lest we die." 

4. " No," replied the serpent, "you will not die, if 
you eat of the fruit of this tree. But rather your eyes 
shall be opened, and you shall be as God, ^nowing good 
and evil." 

5. On hearing this, Eve began to hesitate, and looked 
at the fruit which seemed to her very fair to look upon, 
and very good to eat. And as she gazed, the command 
of God not to eat of it, went out of her mind, and at last 
she plucked some, and began to eat it. 

6. Eve then carried some of the fruit to Adam who also 

1. Of what animal did the devil make use to bring about the 
fall of our first parents? 2. What did Eve see in the forbidden 
tree? 3. What did Eve answer? 4. What did the serpent answer? 
& What did Eve do? 6. Did Adam eat of the fruit? 
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ate of it. But no sooner was this, the first sin com- 
mitted, than their eyes were opened, and the fact that 
they were naked, which had not troubled them in their 
innocence, now filled them with shame. 

7. In their confusion they tried to make coverings for 
themselves out of the leaves of the fig tree. " But in 
the cool air of the evening they heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in Paradise. Instead of running to 
meet Him, as before, however, they tried to hide them- 
selves. 

8. But soon they heard the voice of God calling them. 
"Adam, where art thou?" Trembling, Adam came to 
him and said, " I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself." 

9. And God said, "Who told thee thou wast naked? 
Hast thou eaten of the forbidden fruit?" And Adam 
answered, " The woman whom thou gavest me to be my 
companion gave me of the fruit, and I did eat." 

10. Then God said to Eve, " Why hast thou done this? " 
She replied, "The serpent deceived me and I did eat." 

11. God now called the serpent before Him and said to 
him, "Because thou hast done this thing, thou art 
cursed above all the beasts of the earth. Upon thy 
breast thou shalt go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days 
of thy life." Of the daughters of Eve, one shall crush 
thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel." 

12. Then turning to Eve, God said, "In sorrow and 

7. What did they do? 8. What did they soon hear? 9. What 
did God answer? 10. What did God say to Eve? 11. What did God 
say to the serpent? 12. What punishment did God inflict on Eve? 
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pain shalt thou bring forth thy children. Thou shalt be 
subject to thy husband, and he shall have power over 
thee." 

13. To Adam, God said, "Because thou hast listened 
to the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of 
which I commanded thee not to eat, cursed is the earth 
for thy sake; with toil shalt thou eat of its fruits all the 
days of thy life." 

14. Thorns and thistles shall be its produce; and in 
the sweat of thy brow thou shalt eat bread, until thou 
dost return to the earth out of which thou wast made; 
for dust thou art, and into dust shalt thou return." 

15. The Lord then gave Adam and Eve garments of 
skins to clothe them, and sent them out of Paradise, at 
whose entrance he placed an angel with a flaming sword, 
turning every way, to guard the entrance, and keep the 
tree of life. 



CHAPTER IV. 



CAIN AND ABEL. 



Sac'rif-ice (Iz). The offering Vine'yard (vin'yard). A 
of any thing to God. plantation of vines that pro- 

duce grapes. 

1. Adam and Eve set to work to till the earth, and 
surrounded themselves with flocks of sheep and goats. 
They had many children, the first two of whom were 

13. On Adam? 14. Continue. 15. Did God permit Adam and 
Eve to remain in Paradise? 
1. What did Adam and Eve do after their banishment? 
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Cain and Abel. Cain, the stronger of the two, v^j a- 
husbandman or tiller of the earth, but Abel was a shep- 
herd. 

2. God had shown Adam and Eve how to build an 
altar, and the manner in which they were to sacrifice on 
it some part of the produce of the earth, or of their flocks. 

3. Their offerings were to be consumed with fire in 
order to show that after they had been given to God, 
they were no longer to be turned to use by man. 

4. The sacrifice of victims from the flocks, God also 
wished to serve as a token that in due time the Blood ol 
Jesus Christ should be shed on the Cross for the guilty 
children of Adam. 

5. Abel was a just man, and so when the family sacri- 
fices were offered to God on the Sabbath day, God showed 
more favor to him than to Cain, because Cain's deeds 
were evil. 

6. Instead of blaming himself, however, for the lack of 
God's favor, Cain grew jealous of Abel, and one day when 
they were walking together in the fields, killed him (b. c. 
3876). 

7. For this crime God cursed Cain and set a mark upon 
him; he was cast out from Adam's family and went to 
dwell at the east of Eden, where he became the founder 
of a race as wicked as himself. 



2. What had God shown them how to do? 3. How were their 
offerings to be consumed? 4. Of what did God wish these sac- 
rifices to serve as a token? 5. Did God receive Cain and Abel's 
sacrifices with the same degree of favor? 6. Whom did Cain 
blame for this? 7. How did God punish Cain? 
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8. In Abel we see a type or figure of Our Lord. As he 
was put to death by his brother owing to the latter's jeal- 
ousy of him, so Our Lord was crucified by the chief 
priests and people of His own nation from the same kind 
of hatred. 

9. To atone for the loss of Abel, God gave Adam 
another good son called Seth. He became the father of 
a numerous race, who on account of their goodness were 
known as the children of God, while the wicked race of 
Cain were known as the children of men. 

10. Adam lived to be 930 years of age. At the time of 
his death the world was well peopled, and was, no doubt, 
much the same as it is now. There were numbers of 
famous men; while the mass of people were busy tilling 
the earth, planting vineyards, building houses, and buy- 
ing or selling them. 

11. For many centuries, however, the children of Seth 
held no intercourse with the children of Cain, because 
they looked upon the evil race as unfit company for them. 

12. The children of Cain, in their turn, looked on the 
race of Seth with scorn because they feared God. They 
paid no heed to Henoch (he'nock), a holy prophet, whom 
God sent to warn them to repent while there was yet time. 

13. As time went on the state of the world grew worse, 
because the children of God at last began to associate 
with the children of men, and soon grew as bad as they. 

8. What do we. see in Abel? 9. How did God make up to Adam 
for the loss of Abel? 10. How old did Adam live to be? 11. Did 
the races of Seth and Cain mingle? 12. How did the race of Cain 
regard the race of Seth? 13. Did the world grow worse? 
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14. Then God said, " Men must not live bo long, seeing 
that they have become evil in their ways. Their days 
shall be a hundred and twenty years. " This meant that 
God would give them a trial for one hundred and twenty 
years longer. 

15. But during this time, men grew worse and worse, 
until at last there was but one just man Noe (no'ah), on 
the face of the earth. So God resolved to destroy all 
mankind, except Noe and his family. 

16. God told Noe to build an ark, and described to him 
how it should be done. Noe at once began the work which 
took him a hundred years to finish. 

17. As it was far from any water, we may be sure he 
had to bear many scoffs and sneers from his wicked 
neighbors in regard to the folly of his work. But he 
kept his faith in God and persevered, and at last the Ark 
was finished. 

18. Then God appeared to Noe and said, " Go in, thou 
and all thy family into the ark. And after seven days I 
will cause rain to fall upon the earth for forty days and 
forty nights, and I will destroy all that I have made from 
the face of the earth." 

19. So Noe entered into the ark with his family, taking 
with him as God had also directed him to do, two of every 
kind of living creatures on the earth. 



14. What did God say? 15. Did men grow worse or better? 
16. What did God tell Noe to do? 17. What may we suppose 
Noe's wicked neighbors thought of the %wk? 18. What did God 
then say to Noe? 19. Continue 
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80. By the seventh day, all were safe within the ark, 
and then the fountains of the great deep were broken, 
and the flood-gates of heaven were opened, and the rain 
fell for forty days and forty nights. This great rain is 
called the del'uge. 

21. By degrees the green earth, with its great mass of 
guilty, terrified, human beings, disappeared from view* 
until at last the tops of the highest mountains were far 
beneath the flood. But the ark rose with the waters and 
floated securely on their surface. 

22. The ark is a figure of the Church. As no one 
escaped the deluge save those within the ark, so no one 
shall attain to salvation save those within the fold of the 
Church. 



20. When all were safe in the ark, what happened? 21. Con- 
tinue. ' 22. Of what is the ark a figure? 



H— ERA OF THE DELUGE. 
r. a 252-4— h. a 210Z 

CHAPTER L 

XOE^S CHTLDKBX. 



Motint Ar'a-fBt is situated in HoT< 
Ar-m^nva in the western whole of «bkk was eon 
part of Asia, smned by fiie. 

1. The waters of the deluge remained at their height 
for one hundred and fifty days. At the end of that time, 
Cod, who had not forgotten Xoe, sent a strong wind upon 
the earth, and the waters began to abate. 

%. At last the tops of the mountains began to appear, 
and the ark rested on the top of Mount Ararat. After 
forty days more had gone by, Noe sent forth a raven 
which did not return. 

3, lie then sent forth a dove, which came back to him. 
Heven days after he sent forth the dove again, which 
returned to him bearing in her mouth an olive branch 
with green leaves on it. . . . And Noe knew by this that 
the waters had gone from the earth. 

1* How long did the waters of the deluge remain at their 
height? 2. What appeared at last? 3* What did he send fcrtl* 
next? 
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4. At God's command, Noe then went out of the ark, 
and built an altar to the Lord, on which he offered a 
" horo-caust " of all the clean animals that had been taken 
into the ark. 

5. And God promised never more to destroy every 
living thing upon the earth as He had done, saying; 
"Henceforward seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, night and day, shall no more cease." 
And as a sign of this promise, he set the rainbow in the 
clouds. 

6. Noe and his three sons, Sem, Cham (kam) and 
Japheth, (ja feth) now began to till the earth and plant 
vineyards. One day it chanced that !Noe, after drinking 
some wine, fell asleep in his tent and was uncovered. 

7. Cham, seeing his father thus, jested of it to his 
brothers. But they, filled with reverence for their 
father, took a cloak, and going backwards towards him 
where he lay, covered him with it. And when Noe 
awoke he cursed Cham, but blessed Sem and Japheth. 
It was of the race of Sem that Our Lord was born. 



CHAPTER II. 

THB TOWER OF BABBL. 

1. As time went on, the descendants of Noe multi- 



4. What did Noe now do? 5. What did God promise? 6. What 
did Noe now do? 7. Of what awful sin was Cham guilty? 
h What happened as time went on? 
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plied, and soon the world was well peopled again. Bnt 
men soon grew as bad as they had been before the 
delnge. 

2. At last some of them proposed that they should 
build a city with a tower high enongh to reach the sky, 
and make them famous forever. 

3. But in punishment of their foolish pride, thG Lord 
made them speak different tongues, so that they could 
not understand one another's speech, and were forced to 
give up the work. The tower was called Babel, which 
means " conf usion," and its ruins are to be seen to this 
day. 

i. After the confusion of tongues, the different fami- 
lies moved all over the world in different directions. 
This was an easy thing to do in those days, because 
people did not live in towns and cities, which belonged 
to kingdoms or republics, as we do. 

5. Instead, they were like the wandering tribes still to 
be seen in the north of Asia, who dwell in tents, have 
their wealth in flocks and herds, and are ruled by the old 
men or pa-tri-archs (arks) of the tribe. 

6. Nim-rod, a great hunter, of the family of Cham, 
was the first to found a kingdom, the chief city of which 
was Babylon (bab-i-lon) in what is now Turkey. Baby- 
lon afterwards become the capital of the great empire of 
Ghaldea (kal-de'-a). 

7. As'sur, of the family of Sem, founded the city of 

2. What did some propose to do? 3. How were they punished? 
4. What happened after? 5. What people did they resemble? I 
What did Nimrod found? 7. Assur? 
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jit Nineve (nin-e-veh) situated also in what is now Turkey. 

fa It afterwards became the capital of the great empire of 

As'syr'-i-a, which will have to be so often mentioned in 
$ the history of Israel. 

a 8. Another grandson of Noe went to Africa and 

founded the great kingdom of E'-gypt which became one 
d of the most powerful and civilized nations of the ancient 

y world. 

^ 9. The family of Japheth passed over to Europe, but 

.j, the children of Sem remained in Asia, and from them 

jj descended the Is'ra-el-ites or Jews, the chosen people of 

God, of whom Old Testament history principally treats. 
j 10. Little by little the memory of the true God faded 

L from the minds of men. The sun, moon and stars 

f became objects of worship, and finally creatures and even 

I images received divine honors. 

8. Who founded Egypt? 9. What country did Japheth's chil 
dren people? 10. Did men remain faithful to God? 



Ill— ERA OF THE PATRIARCHS. 

B. C. 2107— B. C. 1570. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE CALL OF ABRAHAM. 

Chaldea (kal-de'a). A great south-western part of Asia, 

ancient empire, situated in and now belongs to the Turk- 

the south-western part of ish Empire. 

Asia. Its capital was Baby- Jordan River is one hundred 

Ion. and twenty miles long, and 

I'dol. An image to which flows from great mountains 

divine worship is paid. through the Holy Land to 

Holy Land or Palestine (par- the Dead Sea. 

es-tin) is situated in the Cov'-e-nant. An agreement. 

1. Though the people in the world were now almost a\ 
wicked as they had been before the Deluge, God did not 
again destroy them, but instead chose a holy man to 
found a nation which should be his chosen people. 

2. His choice fell on A'-bram, a holy man who lived in 
Chaldea, but did not like the rest of his nation, worship 
idols. He told him to leave his home, and go and settle 
in a land which He would show him. 



1. Did God again destroy the human race? 2. On whom did 
flis choice fall? 
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3. At the word of God, Abram left his kindred, taking 
with him only his wife Sara, (sa'-ra), his nephew Lot, 
and his servants, along with his flocks and herds. 

4. God led him westward into the land of Canaan 
(ka'-nan) which was that which we now call the Holy 
Land, because it was there that Our Lord afterwards 
lived, and died for us. 

5. Canaan was so rich and fertile that it was called a 
land flowing with milk and honey. But as it was filled 
with bad men, given up to the worship of idols, God for- 
bade Abram to have any fixed abode" in it, or own any 
part of the soil. 

6. Abram dwelt as he was told, and his patience in his 
exile, and firm faith in God, has won for him the name 
of " Father of the Faithful." After a time Abram and 
Lot grew so rich in flocks and .herds that there was 
not enough pasture for both, so they had to separate; Lot 
went to settle in the land about the river Jordan, and 
dwelt in the wicked city of Sod'-om. 

7. Some time after strange kings attacked the city of 
Sodom, and carried off Lot as a captive with all his 
goods. The news soon reached Abram and he at once 
set off in pursuit, with a little band of servants, and 
rescued Lot. 

8. As Abram was returning home, the king of Sodom 
came out to meet him, along with Melchisedech (mel- 
kis-e-dek) the king of Sa'-lem. Melchisedech was a 

3. Did Abram obey? 4. Where did God lead him? 5. What 
was Canaan called? 6. Did Abram do so? 7. What happened 
soon after? 8. What occurred as Abram was returning home? 
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priest of the most high God, and offered to God a 
sacrifice of bread and wine for Abram and his ser- 
vants. 

9. Melchisedech is a type of the eternal High Priest 
Jesus Christ. His sacrifice was a figure of the Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

10. At last Abram complained to God that he was 
childless. And God brought him out of his tent, and told 
him to look up to heaven and count the stars if he could, 
for He said to him, "Thy descendants shall be as nu- 
merous as they." 

11. When Abram was ninety-nine years of age, God 
appeared to him again and made with him the Covenant 
of Circumcision by which every male child born among 
his descendants was to be circumcised eight days after 
its birth. 

12. Circumcision was the mark by which God was 
pleased to keep his chosen people separate from the 
other nations. Prom this time Abram bore the name of 
Abraham, or "Father of Many Nations." 

13. Not long after this as Abraham was one day seated 
at the door of his tent, he saw three strangers approach- 
ing. He invited them to rest in his tent, and gave the 
choicest food he had for their refreshment. 

14. When about to depart one of the strangers said 
so Abraham, " After a year I will return, and Sara thy 

9. Of what was he a type? 10. What did Abram complain to 
God? When did God again appear to him? 12. What was Cir- 
cumcision a mark of ? 13. What happened not long after? 14. 
Continue. 
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Je shall have a son." Then Abraham understood that 
angels of the Lord had been his guests. 

15. Abraham went with the angels a part of their way 
towards the wicked city of Sodom. And as they jour- 
neyed, the angel told Abraham that God was about to 
destroy Sodom and Gomorrha (Go-mor-ra). 

16. Then Abraham began to plead for them and 
begged of God to spare them if there were fifty good 
people to be found in them. And the angel promised 
that He would. 

17. Then Abraham begged Him to spare them if there 
were forty, then thirty, then twenty, then ten good 
people in them and each time his prayer was granted. 
Then the angel disappeared and Abraham returned 
home. 

18. But when God sent angels to the wicked cities, 
they could not find ten good men within their limits. 
And so they warned Lot to flee from Sodom at once 
with his wife and daughters. 

19. As soon as these were safe, God rained down fire 
and brimstone from the heavens and utterly destroyed 
the wicked cities. There was nothing left of them, and 
the place where they once stood is now a salt, bitter sea, 
called the Dead Sea. 

20. Now the angels had told Lot and his wife and 
slaughters not to look back as they* were escaping. But 



15. What further happened? 16. What did Abraham do? 17. 
continue. 18. Were there ten just men found in the wicked 
cities? 19. How were they destroyed? 20. What happened to 
Lot's wife? 
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CHAPTEBIL 

iftAHAK^ SACKIFICE OF ISAAC. 

Ocn^mmr-in^ V*fa% up by At-tracT-ed. Drawn t*rad». 
to* m any otberi 



1, Arrgft * year, an the angel bad foretold, Abraham 
and fan had * little aon, and they called him Isaac (I'-iak) 
which mean* joy, 

%. Home year* later when he was quite grown up, God, 
who wished to see whether Abraham loved the boy more 
than Himself, told him to take Isaac to a mountain 
which He would show him, and there sacrifice him. 

8, Abraham did as God told him. After journeying 
for three days, he reached the mountain. Leaving his 
servants at the foot he ascended it with Isaac, who bore 
the wood that was to make the fire for consuming the 
Victim. Isaac is thus a type of our Lord bearing his 
cross to Mount Calvary. 

4. Having reached the top he built an altar. The 
moment had now come. Isaac was bound upon the altar, 
Hid Abraham had lifted his hand to kill his only son. 
Hut just as ho was abont to strike, an angel's voice was 
hoard, saying "Abraham! Abraham I lay not a hand on 

1, Did Abraham have a son? 2. To what awful test did God 
pttt Abraham? 8. Did Abraham obey? 4. Continue. 
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the boy, for now I know thou f earest God, and hast not 
spared thine only son for My sake." 

5. Then Abraham, lifting his eyes, saw before him a 
ram entangled in the bushes, and he took the animal and 
offered it for a sacrifice instead of his son. 

6. In reward for Abraham's great faith, God renewed 
his promises to him, and told him that he should have as 
many descendants as the stars in heaven or the sands on 
the sea-shore. 

7. Some years later, Sara died, and then Abraham 
decided to send back to his own kindred in Chaldea 
for a wife for Isaac, for he did not wish him to marry 
among the Ganaanites. 

8. So at Abraham's command, his trusty servant 
Eliezer (e'-le-ft'-zar) set off with a little band of followers. 
They were mounted on camels which Abraham gave 
them, and bore many rich presents to their master's 
kindred. 

9. In due time they arrived before the city of Ha -ran 
where Nachor (na-kor) Abraham's brother, dwelt. It is 
the custom in the countries of Asia for people to come 
and draw water in the evening at the public wells, and 
Eliezer prayed to God to grant that the maiden among 
them whom he should ask for a drink, and who would 
reply, "Drink, and I will also draw water for thy 
camels," might be the wife He meant for Isaac. 



5. What did Abraham see? 6. How did God reward his faith? 
7. Where did Abraham decide to find a wife for Isaac? 8. Whom 
did he send? 0. Continue. 
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10. The evening hour drew nigh, and among the 
throng of women who came to the well with their water- 
jars, was a modest, lovely maiden, to whom Eliezer felt 
himself attracted. Going up to her, he asked her for a 
drink. And she answered " Drink, and I will also draw 
water for thy camels." 

11. This maiden proved to be Be bee 7 ca, the daughter 
of Abraham's nephew. Eliezer went back with her into 
the city, and told her family of Abraham's great prosper- 
ity in the distant land to which God had conducted him. 
Then he gave them the rich presents which Abraham had 
sent to them, and asked for Rebecca as a wife for Isaac. 

12. They consented, and Eliezer conducted Rebecca to 
Canaan, and she wedded Isaac, and consoled him for the 
loss of his mother. And Abraham lived with his chil- 
dren till the age of one hundred and seventy-five 
years. Then the holy patriarch died and they buried 
him with his wife Sara. 



CHAPTER III. 

ESAU AND JACOB. 

Pot'-tage. Food made of meat Birth'right. Any right which 
boiled to softness in water, a person gets by his birth, 
with vegetables or herbs. 

1. God blessed Isaac and Rebecca with many children. 



10. Did the Lord grant Eliezer's prayer? 11. Whom did the 
maiden prove to be? 12. Did they consent? 
1. Who were Esau and Jacob? 
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Among them were twins, E'sau and Jacob, bat Esau was 
the first-born. 

2. The brothers were as unlike as possible. Esau was 
red and hairy, and a great hunter. Jacob was a plain 
man, who lived quietly in his tent. 

3. One day when Esau came in from hunting, very 
tired and hungry, he found Jacob cooking a mess of pot. 
tage, and asked him to let him have it, as he was so 
hungry. Jacob refused to give it to him, unless Esau 
would in return give him his birthright, or his right of 
being the eldest son. 

4. Now Esau ought to have prized his birthright very 
much, for to be the eldest and head of the family was in 
those days a very sacred thing. But Esau cared so little 
for it that, rather than, bear his hunger until he could 
cook some food for himself, he gave up his birthright to 
Jacob, and took the mess of pottage instead. 

5. When Isaac was very old and blind, and about to 
die, he called Esau to him and told him to take his bow 
and kill some meat to make him a savory dish, and then 
he would give him his blessing before he died. 

6. The blessing of a father to a son was a very great 
and solemn thing in those days, and made the son the 
chief and priest of his family. And so Rebecca, who had 
heard Isaac's words, resolved that Jacob who served God, 
should have his father's blessing, instead of Esau, who 
did not serve Him. 

2. Were they alike? 3. What happened one day? 4. Sboulc ' 
not Esau have prized his birthright? 5. What did Isaac say to 
Esau? 6. How was the blessing of a father to a son regarded? 
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7* So she prepared a savory dish for Isaac, of kid's 
meat, and after covering Jacob's hands and neck with the 
kid's skin, so as to make him resemble the hairy Esau, 
bade him take the dish to his blind father and receive 
his blessing. 

8. When he heard Jacob speak, Isaac was not at all sure 
that it was Esan who knelt before him, and asked him 
who he was. "I am Esan, thy first-born," replied Jacob. 

9. Still Isaac was not quite satisfied, until he felt the 
rough skin on his hands and neck. Then he said, " The 
voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands 
of Esau/' and gave him his blessing. Thus Jacob became 
the head of the Lord's chosen people. 

10. When Esau returned, he carried the meat he had 
killed to his father, and asked for his blessing. Isaac 
was filled with grief at what he had done, but he could 
not take the blessing from Jacob. 

11. Then Esau was very angry and said that he would 
kill his brother, so Isaac and Rebecca sent Jacob to 
Ohaldea to stay with his uncle Laban, his mother's 
brother, till Esau's anger with him should be over. 



CHAPTER IV. 

JACOB. ' 

1. Jacob started off on his long journey quite alone. 

7. How did Rebecca accomplish this? 8. Was Isaac easily de- 
ceived? 9. Did this satisfy him? 10. What did Esau do on his 
return? 11. Was Esau angry? 1. Did Jacob go alone? 
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When night came on, he placed a stone for a pillow, and 
lay down to sleep. And he had a dream in which he saw 
a great ladder, the top of which reached to heaven. 
Angels were going up and down it, and at the top was 
the Lord Himself. 

2. Then God made to him the same promise that he 
had made to his grandfather Abraham. He said that 
his children should be like the dust of the earth in num- 
ber, and that the land of Canaan should one day belong 
to them. 

3. Jacob woke up, full of awe. " Indeed," he said, 
" the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it." Then 
he continued on his long journey, until he came near to 
the place where his uncle Laban dwelt. 

4. Seeing some shepherds at a well, Jacob asked them 
If they knew Laban. " We know him," they answered, 
"and here comes his daughter Ra'chel with his sheep." 

5. Turning round, Jacob saw his cousin Rachel, and 
running to her, weeping for joy, he told her who he was. 
Rachel then ran and told her father that Jacob, his sister 
Rebecca's son, was come, and Laban received him with 
joy into his home. 

6. Jacob lived for twenty years with his uncle Laban. 
He wedded Eachel, and grew rich in flocks and herds, 
like Laban. But he longed to return to his home in 
Canaan. 

7. At last he set out with his family, his servants, and 

2. What did God promise? 3. How did Jacob awake? 4. What 
did he ask the shepherds? 5. Whom did he see coming? 6. How 
long did Jacob dwell with Laban? 7. % Did he go? 
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droyes of sheep, goats, camels and other animals, making 
in all an immense train. Bnt when he reached the river 
Jordan, on the other side of which began the land of 
Canaan, he grew to fear the meeting with Esau. 

8. He prayed to God to protect him, and sent on pres- 
ents to his brother, in order to please him. At last he 
saw Esau coming. As he drew near, Jacob went forth to 
meet him and bowed down before him seven times. When 
he saw his brother humble himself in this way, all 
Esau's anger fled, and he embraced Jacob, and wept for 
joy. 

9. That night God appeared to Jacob and told him 
that his name should no longer be Jacob, but Israel; 
that a great nation should be born of him, and that the 
land which He had given to Abraham and to Isaac, should 
be his and his children's. 

10. Jacob then continued his journey, but on the way 
his joy was changed into sorrow by the loss of his dear 
wife Rachel, who died after the birth of her youngest son 
Ben'-ja-min. When he reached home, his grief was in- 
creased in finding that his mother was also dead. 

11. Isaac was still alive, but he died soon after, and his 
sons laid him in the tomb with Abraham and Sara. 

8. What did he do? 9. What happened that night? 10. Did 
Jacob continue his journey? 11. Was his father still living? 
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CHAPTER V. 

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

Fharao. (faro) Name which Gran'aries. Storehouses in 
the kings of Egypt were which grain is kept, 
called. 

1. Jacob now settled once more in the land of Canaan, 
the home of his youth. He had twelve sons, and of 
them one named Joseph, was the dearest to him of all. 
He made him a coat of many colors which Joseph always 
wore. 

2. Now his ten older brothers were not good men, and 
they hated Joseph both because he had told their father 
of some wicked conduct of theirs, and also because he 
had told them of some wonderful dreams in which God 
had shown him that he was one day to rule over them. 

3. The ten older brothers used to go long distances to 
find food for their sheep. One day, when they had been 
away a long time, Jacob sent Joseph to see if they were 
well. 

4. When the brothers saw Joseph coming they were 
glad. "Here comes the dreamer/' said they, "let us 
kill him." So they seized him, tore off his beautiful 
coat, and threw him into a deep pit. 

5. RuT)en, the eldest brother who was not so cruel as 
the rest, meant to take him out and give him back to his 

1. Did Jacob remain in Canaan? 2. Did his older brothers lore 
Joseph? 8. How did he fall into their power? 4. What did 
they say? 5. What did Ruben mean to do? 
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father, after they had gone, but just then some mer- 
chants went by who were going to the great kingdom of 
Egypt and the other brothers sold Joseph to them for 
twenty pieces of silver. 

6. The cruel brothers took Joseph's coat and dipped it 
in the blood of a kid, then carried it home to their 
father and told him that Joseph had been killed by a 
wild beast. 

7. While his father was mourning his loss, and refus- 
ing to be comforted, Joseph was being carried into 
■Egypt. When he reached there he was sold to a rich 
man called Putiphar (pu'-ti-far). 

8. God was with Joseph and loved him. And Putiphar 
soon saw how good Joseph was, and put him at the head 
of all his servants. And so all went well until Puti- 
phar's wicked wife accused Joseph of a bad action which 
he had never committed. 

9. Putiphar believed his wicked wife's story and cast 
Joseph into prison. Now it chanced that the chief 
butler and the chief baker of the Eygptian (e-gip'-shan) 
king or Pha'rao, as he was called, were also in prison at 
the same time. 

10. Both the baker and butler had strange dreams 
which made them sad. They spoke to Joseph of them 
and he told them that the baker's dream meant that he 
should be hanged, but that the butler's foretold his being 
restored to his place. 

6. What did they then do? 7. How did his father bear it? 8. 
How did Joseph fare in Egypt? 9. Did her husband believe her? 
1Q. What did they both havQ? 
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11. It came to pass as Joseph had said. Three days 
after the baker was hanged, but the butler was put in his 
place again. But though he had promised to speak for 
him to the king, he forgot to do so until Pharao himself 
had some strange dreams, and sought far and wide for 
some one to tell him what they meant. 

12. Then the butler thought of Joseph, and when he 
was sent for, he told the king that his dreams meant that 
there were to be seven years during which plenty of wheat 
should grow to make into bread, but afterwards there 
would be seven years during which none would grow* 
and there could be no bread. 

13. The king seeing how wise God had made Joseph 
asked him what was the best thing to be done. 

14. Joseph told him to set one wise man over 
everything, and let him buy and store up all the wheat 
he could during the seven years of plenty, so that when 
the years of famine came the people should have 
bread. 

15. Then the king said to himself that no one could 
do this better than Joseph, who had showed himself so 
full of the Spirit of God. So he put a gold chain about 
his neck and a ring on his finger, and commanded all to 
bow the knee before him. 

16. It came to pass as Joseph had foretold. Seven 
fears of plenty went by during which the harvests were 



11. Did it come to pass? 12. Did the butler think of Joseph? 
13. What did the king reply? 14. What did Joseph answer? 
15. What did the king say? 16. Did it come to pass as Joseph 
had foretold? 
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so great that wheat was as plentiful as the sands on the 
sea-shore. 

17. Then came seven years of famine during which 
Egypt's fields were barren. But thanks to Joseph, her 
granaries were filled, so her people did not want for 
bread. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE MEETING OP JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

In-ter'-pre-ter. One who ex- Ges'sen. The most fertile 
plains. part of Lower Egypt It 

Test. Trial. is also called Goshen. 

1. The famine was almost as bad in the land of Canaan 
as it was in Egypt. At last, Jacob hearing that wheat 
could be bought in Egypt, sent his ten eldest sons thither 
to buy some. But he kept the youngest, Benjamin, at 
home. 

2. The ten brothers reached Egypt, and presented 
themselves before Joseph from whom all wheat had to 
be bought. Of course they did not know him, but he 
knew them and treated them with great sternness in order 
to see if they were any better than they used to be. 

3. He pretended to take them for spies, and cast them 
into prison. Then in their sorrow, they said to one 

17. What came after? 

1. Was the famine felt in Canaan? 2. What happened? 3- 
What did he pretend to take them for? 
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another that they were rightly punished for their treat- 
ment of Joseph. 

4. On the third day he released them and told them 
they might all go home except Sim'-e-on, and that he 
must stay until the rest came back with their young 
brother Ben'-ja-min, to show that they had told the 
truth. 

5. Again the brothers reproached themselves with 
their treatment of Joseph long before, not knowing that 
Joseph could understand what they were saying, because 
fchey thought that he could only understand the tongue of 
Egypt, as he had spoken to them by means of an inter- 
preter. 

6. The nine brothers then turned homeward with 
sorrow. When they arrived and told their father all, he 
mourned for Simeon, and said that Benjamin should 
never go to Egypt. But the famine increased and at 
last Jacob saw that they must all starve if he did not 
send again to Egypt for wheat. 

7. So the youthful Benjamin set off for the distant 
land with his nine brothers. They arrived in safety and 
Joseph made a great feast, released Simeon, and supplied 
them with wheat to take home. 

8. But in order to see if their repentance was sincere, 
Joseph decided to put them to one more test. So he had 
his own drinking-cup put in Benjamin's sack, and let 
them go. 

4. What happened on the third day? 5. What did this cause 
uhe brothers to do? 6. Did they go home? 7. Did they rafcurn? 
3, What further test did he put them to? 
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9. Filled with joy, they were hastening homeward 
tfhen they were overtaken by Joseph's servants, whc 
charged them with having stolen their master's drinking- 
tup. 

10. Of course they denied it, but after a search, the 
cup was found in Benjamin's sack. So they all went 
back to Joseph and fell on their knees before him and 
begged him to keep them all as his slaves. 

11. But Joseph said, no ; only the one that had stolen 
his cup must remain ; the others might go. Then Ju'da, 
one of the brothers, who had told his father that he 
would answer for Benjamin's safety with his own life 
begged that he might be kept as a slave instead of 
Benjamin. 

12. At this proof of love, Joseph could no longer hide 
his feelings and cried out, "I am Joseph." Then he 
embraced them and assured them of his forgiveness. 

13. Joseph told the king of his father and brothers, and 
the king commanded him to tell them to leave Canaan 
and come to dwell in Egypt in a part called Gessen. 

14. When the wonderful news was brought to Jacob 
that Joseph was living, he came with all haste into 
Egypt with his children and grandchildren. And [when 
he saw Joseph, he fell on his neck and wept, and cried 
out, "Now I shall die with joy, when I have seen thy 
face." 



9. What happened as they were journeying homeward? 10. 
What did they answer? 11. What did Joseph reply? 12. Did Jo 
seph reveal himself? 13. Did Joseph tell the king of his family? 
14. Did Jacob come? 
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15. Jacob's family prospered in Gessen, and they grew 
into a numerous people who were known by the name of 
Is'ra-el-ites, or He'-brews. 

16. When Jacob had dwelt in Gessen about seventeen 
years he felt himself about to die, and calling his twelve 
sons about him he blessed them. From these twelve 
sons were descended the twelve tribes of Israel. 

17. But to Judah he gave a special blessing, promising 
that the Messias should be descended from him, and that 
the sceptre should not pass away from his race until He 
came. 

18. Then Jacob passed peacefully away, and they bore 
him with solemn mourning into the laud of Canaan, and 
laid him to rest in the tomb of his grandfather, Abra- 
ham. 

19. History of Job. — At the same time that Joseph 
was living in Egypt, there lived in a land called E'-dom, 
not far distant, a holy man called Job. God had blessed 
him with many children and great wealth, and he was 
very happy. 

20. Now God wished to prove Job's love for Himself. 
So he gave the devil leave to afflict him in every way 
possible. Satan at once caused the oxen, asses, camels, 
and sheep, in which Job's wealth lay, to be carried off by 
his enemies cr slain: and the house in which his children 
were at a feast, to be destroyed by a great wind, and all 
his children killed. 

15. Did Jacob's family prosper in Gessen? 16. What did Jacob 
do before his death? 17. What did he give to Judah? 18. Con- 
tinwe. 19. Who was Job? 20. What did God let the devil do to 
Job? 
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21. Under all these blows Job's faith did not falter. 
"The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken away } 
blessed is the name of the Lord/' said the holy man. 

22. But his patience was put to a still harder test. He 
was covered with ulcers; and his wife mocked him in his 
misery and told him to curse God and die. 

23. Then friends also came to see him, but only to 
reproach him with being so great a sinner, as to have 
brought such afflictions on himself, and ever since people 
who say things to others when they are in grief which 
makes them only feel worse, are called "Job's com- 
forters." 

24. But they did not move Job. "Though God 
should kill me, I will never cease to trust in Him," 
he said. And the holy man's patience was rewarded; 
his wealth was given back to him doubled, and new sons 
and daughters were born to him. 

21. Did Job's faith falter? 22. To what further test was he 
subjected? 23. What did his friends say? 24. Did they make 
Job murmur against God? 



TV.~ JSRA OF THE WRITTEN LAW AND 
THE TABERNACLE. 

B. C. 1470— B. C. 1010. 
CHAPTER I 

MOSES. 

The River Rile xs the chief It is one hundred miles long 

river in Egypt, and was held and flows into the Med-i-ter- 

sacred by the anccent Egyp- ra'-ne-an Sea. 
tians. 

1. Two hundred years went by, and the Israelites or 
Hebrews had become a great people in Egypt. But 
another king was now on the throne, who forgot all that 
Joseph had done for Egypt. 

2. And when this king saw the Israelites so numerous, 
he became afraid lest they might join his enemies in the 
countries about Egypt, *»nd take the land from him. So 
he made many cruel laws m order to keep them down. 

3. They were made to labor hard in the fields and 
in brick-yards, and had c/uel overseers to watch them 
and have them beaten if they did not work. And in 
order to stop there being any more of them, he made a 

1. How did the Israelites fare as time went on? 2. What did 
this king become afvaid of? 3. What were they made to do? 
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cruel law that all the baby Israelite boys snould be 
thrown into the river Nile,, as soon as they were born. 

4. There was one poor Israelite woman who had a 
lovely little baby boy whom she managed 'to hide from 
the cruel king's servants until he was three months 
old. 

5. Then she found she could hide him no longer, so 
she made a little basket of % bulrushes, and laying the 
baby in it, set it afloat on the river trusting to God to 
take care of him. Then she told the baby's sister, Mary, 
to watch from a distance and see what happened. 

6. Now it chanced that the king's daughter came 
down to the river to bathe, and seeing the basket lying 
among the sedges, sent one of her maids to bring it to 
her. 

7. When she opened it and saw within it, one of the 
little Hebrew babies, she made up her mind to save it. 
Mary now went forward and asked the Princess if she 
did not want* a nurse for the child. And when the 
Princess said she did, Mary ran and brought her own 
mother. 

8. The Princess called the child Mo'-ses, which means 
"saved from the waters," and gave it to his mother 
to nurse for her. Later on she took him herself, and 
brought him up as her adopted son in the palace, 

9. Moses, however, did not long enjoy his rich home. 
One day he saw an Egyptian ill-treating an Israelite, and 

4. Were any saved? 5. What did she do then? 6. What hap- 
pened? 7. What did she see within it? & What did shp call him 9 
J. Did Moses remain in the palace? 
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his anger was so great that he killed the Egyptian. 
Then being afraid lest the king when he heard what he 
had done, would have him killed, he fled out of Egypt to 
a land near by. 

10. Here he found a priest of the true God named 
Jeth-ro, with whom he lived for forty years. He became 
a shepherd and used to tend Jethro's flocks. 

11. One day when he had driven his flock into the 
desert he saw a bush flaming with fire. As he drew 
near to see what wonderful thing this was, the voice of 
God spoke to him from the burning bush and said, " Put 
off thy shoes from thy feet, for the place where thou 
standest is holy ground. 

12. In those days it was a mark of reverence to take off 
one's shoes, just as in our day, a man takes off his hat. 
So Moses did so, and then God told him to go along with 
his brother Aaron (ftr'iin) to the Pharao of Egypt, 
and tell him to let God's people go free out of his 
land. 

13. Moses being a timid and humble man feared that 
the Israelites would not believe in him. So God told 
him to cast his rod on the ground and it was changed 
into a serpent. Then he told him to take it up again by 
the tail, and it became again a rod. 

14. " Work this sign before the Israelites, " said the 
Lord, " and they will believe that I have sent thee." So 
Moses and Aaron went to Egypt and assembled the chil- 

10. Whom did he find there? 11. What did he see in the desert? 
12. What did this mean? 13. What did Moses answer? 14. What 
did the Lord reply? 
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dren of Israel. And Moses worked the miracle of the 
rod before them, and they believed in him. 

15. Then Moses and Aaron went to Pharao, and asked 
him to let the children of Israel depart. But he refused 
and hated the Israelites even more than before. 

16. He commanded that the straw which they had 
to have to make bricks should not be given them. 
They had to go all about Egypt to look for it and gather 
it and yet if they did not make as many bricks as they 
used to they were beaten. 

17. In vain Moses and Aaron pleaded for their people 
ana worked mir'-a-cles, in order to show that they came 
from God. So God grew very angry with Pharao, and 
sent ten terrible plagues or punishments on the land to 
force him to let His people go. 

18. First, Aaron stretched out his rod, and all the 
water in the land was turned into blood. This lasted for 
a week and still the king would not let them go. 

19. Then God sent another plague of frogs. Wherever 
people walked or sat or lay down, they found frogs. 
Pharao asked Moses to take away this plague, and he 
would let the Israelites go, but as soon as the plague 
stopped, he hardened his heart again, and treated them 
worse than before. 

20. So God sent a third plague of insects, and a fourth 
of flies. Still Pharao would not let God's people go, sc 
a fifth plague was sent — a sickness to all the animals. 



15. What did Moses and Aaron do next? 16. What did Pharao 
command? 17. Continue. 18. What was the first plague? Jk 
The second? 20. The third and fourth plagues? 
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Pharao now begged to have this removed, but when hi* 
prayer was heard he again refused. 

21. So a sixth plague was sent — horrible sores broke 
out on every man and beast in the land. A seventh fol- 
lowed — terrible hail mixed with fire which killed eve*y 
man and beast that went out of doors. 

22. The eighth plague was a flight of locusts which ate 
up every leaf on the trees, and every grain of wheat in 
the fields so that when by God's command, they departed, 
the whole land was as if a fire had swept over it. 

23. Then God sent a ninth plague — a horrible darkness 
which lasted three days. Nobody could see anything, or 
move from the spot he was in cmring this time. The 
cruel king was nearly mad with anger, but still he 
refused to let the Israelites go, and drove Moses and 
Aaron from his presence. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE DELIVERANCE OF THE ISRAELITES FROM EGYPT. 

The Pass-o'-ver is still kept our Holy Saturday and lasts 
by the Jews. It begins on for a week. 

1. That night God bade all the children of Israel pre- 
pare for their journey. First, the head of each house 
was to kill a lamb, and after sprinkling the door-post of 
his house with its blood, he was to roast it whole and eat 
it with his family. 

21. The sixth and seventh? 22. The eighth? 23. The ninth? 
1. What did God bid the children of Israel do that night? 
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2. They were to eat it standing, with their staves in 
their hands, and their shoes on their feet, all ready to 
start the moment God's word came. 

3. Almighty God gave this feast the name of the 
Pasch (pask) or Pass'-o-ver, and every year afterwards 
the Israelites were to keep it on the same day, to remind 
them of God's great mercy in saving His people from 
being slaves in Egypt. The Pachal (pas'kal) Lamb is a 
type of our Lord slain on the cross for the sins of 
men. 

4. When /all was ready, the Lord God sent his last and 
most terrible plague on the land of Egypt. His angel 
passed through it and wherever he did not see the blood 
of the lamb on the door-posts, he went into the house 
and killed the eldest son. All were slain from the first- 
born of Pharao, down to the first-born of the meanest 
slave in the country. 

5. Then at last Pharao's proud, hard heart broke down, 
and in the middle of that awful night, while a cry of 
woe arose from every house in Egypt, he sent to Moses 
and bade him depart at once with his people. 

6. They were all ready, so at the joyful news they 
started at once with all their flocks and herds. And God 
showed them the way; going before them as a pillar of 
cloud by day and a pillar of flame by night. And so they 
reached the shore of the Red Sea, and there pitched 
their tents. 

2. How were they to eat it? 3. What name did God give this 
feast? 4. When all was ready what happened? 5. Did Pharao 
reteat now? 6L Did they go? 
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7. No sooner had they left Egypt, however, than 
Pharao was sorry he had let them go, so he set oat in 
pursuit of them at the head of his army, and came in 
sight of them at the Red Sea. 

8. When the Israelites saw Pharao, they were seized 
with fear, and cried to God for help. But Moses bade 
them fear not, and stretched his rod over the sea that lay 
before them. And at once the waters stood up like a 
great wall of crystal on either side, and left the bottom 
dry, and all the Israelites passed safely on to the other 
side. 

9. In his anger, Pharao dashed into the passage 
after them. But Almighty God had no more patience 
with this wicked king who would not listen to his voice. 
He bade Moses stretch forth his rod, and the great walls 
of waters rushed together again, and drowned Pharao, 
and all his army. 

CHAPTER III. 

THE ISRAELITES WANDERING IN THE DESERT FOR FORTY 

YEARS. 

Mount Ho'-reb is in Arabia, Mount Sinai (Si-na) in the 
in Asia. northwest part of Arabia, 

near the Red Sea, It is 8,593 
feet high. 

1. The Israelites were now safe from Pharao, but they 

7. Did Pharao follow them? 8. Were they frightened? 9 
What happened to Pharao? 
1. What new danger threatened the Israelites? 
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found themselves in a desert and in danger of dying of 
hunger and thirst. So they began to murmur and 
reproach Moses with having brought them out into the 
wilderness to die. 

2. Instead of punishing them for their want of trust in 
him, God rained down food from the sky for them. One . 
morning when they left their tents, they saw the ground 
covered with little white grains, and God fed them in this 
way all the time they were in the desert. This food 
tasted like flour mixed with honey, and they called it 
"manna." 

3. Another time when they were in want of water, 
God told Moses to strike a rock on the side of Mount 
Horeb with his rod. He did so, and a stream of pure 
water burst forth from the rock. 

4. The manna was a type of the Blessed Eucharist 
which God has given us to nourish our souls in order 
that they may have everlasting life. 

5. In the third month after their departure from 
Egypt, the Israelites came to Mount Sinai, the very place 
where God had appeared to Moses in the burning 
bush. 

6. God called Moses to the top of this mountain, and 
there with His own Voice, amid awful thunders and 
lightnings, He spoke the Ten Commandments, which we 
have learned in our catechism, and gave them to Moses 
written on tablets or slabs of stone, for the Israelites to 

2. Did God punish them? 3. What did God tell Moses to do 
when they needed water? 4 Of what was the manna a type? 
}. When did they reach Mount Sinai? 6. What did God do? 
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keep and obey, and for all of us to keep and obey, till 
the end of the world. 

7. Moses remained on the mountain forty days and 
forty nights, communing with God. Then he descended, 
bearing the tablets of stone. But when he drew near the 
people, he found them dancing and shouting before a 
golden calf. 

8. They had grown weary of waiting for Moses, and 
forgetting the awful Presence of God whose signs they 
had seen on the mountain, they had collected all the 
gold ornaments amongst them, and had an idol made 
like the ones they had seen the people in Egypt worship- 
ping- 

9. " These be thy gods, Israel, that brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt," they cried out to their golden 
calf. And Moses in his grief and anger cast to the 
ground the tables of stone with the Ten Commandments 
written on them, and broke them into pieces. 

10. Then he overthrew the calf and broke it, and hav- 
ing ground it to powder, mixed it with water and made 
-he people drink it. 

11. As has been said, the Israelites were divided into 
twelve tribes from the twelve sons of Jacob, from whom 
they were descended. So Moses now called the whole 
kibe of Levi (le'vi) who had remained faithful to God, 
to him, and ordered them to kill every one whom they 

7. How long did Moses stay on the mountain? 8. Why had they 
done this? 9. What did they cry out? 10. What did Moses do 
>ext? 11. How did Moses make the tribe ol Levi punish the 
^epple's idolatry? 
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found adoring an idol. They did so, and put to death 
twenty-three thousand men. 

12. After this was done, God called Moses up on the 
mountain again, and gave him the Commandments 
written on other tables of stone. He then told Moses 
how the people were to worship Him. 

13. He bade him make a great tent called the Taber- 
nacle in which to worship Him. The inner part of 
this Tabernacle was to be veiled off from the rest, and to 
be called the Holy of Holies. 

14. In this Holy of Holies the Tables with the Com- 
mandments written on them were to be kept in a box 
covered with gold, called the Ark; and on the Ark the 
Presence of God would rest. No one might go into the 
Holy of Holies except the High Priest. 

15. God also told Moses what sacrifices were to be 
offered, and what ceremonies there were to be. Up to 
this time any one might offer sacrifice, and the head of 
each family was its priest, but now God chose the tribe 
of Levi for His special service, as a reward for their hav- 
ing taken His side about the golden calf. 

16. Out of the tribe of Levi, He chose the family of 
Aaron to be his High Priests, and his sons the priests. 

17. Moses stayed forty days and nights on the 
mountain speaking with God. And ever after his face 



12. Did God give Moses new Tables of stone? 13. What did 
God bid Moses make? 14. What were placed in the Holy of 
Holies? 15. What did God tell Moses in regard to the sacrifices? 
16. What family did He choose? 17. How long did Moses remain 
on the mountain? 
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shone with such a wonderful brightness, that he had to 
put a veil over it when he spoke to the people. 

18. By God's command Moses now told the people 
what sacrifices were to be offered, and the manner and 
times of offering thera. Some of these were to be sheep, 
goats and oxen, and these were called bloody sacrifices. 
Others were of flour, fruits, and wines, and these were 
called unbloody. 

19. Moses also instituted the three great yearly Feasts 
of the Lord. The first was the feast of the Pass'o ver, or 
the Supper of the Paschal Lamb which was to be kept in 
memory of the night of their delivery out of Egypt. 
This was a figure of the Christian Feast of Easter, and 
of our delivery from the power of Satan by the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ. 

20. The second was the Feast of "Weeks, fifty 
days after the Passover. It answered to our Feast 
of Pentecost. At this feast, the first fruits were offered 
in token of having been delivered from bondage, and of 
having been brought into possession of the land promised 
to their fathers. 

21. The third was the Feast of Tabernacles, in the 
Autumn, when the vintage was over. In after years 
when the Israelites had entered the promised land and 
dwelt in houses and cities, they all left their dwellings 
during the seven days of this feast and lived in tents, in 
memory of their wandering in the desert. 

18. What did Moses tell the people? 19. What did Moses also 
institute? 20. What was the second great feast of the Israelites? 
*1. The third? 
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22. On these three feasts the men of Israel were t* 
appear before the Lord, that is, assemble together. 
There was also a day of Ex-pi-a'-tion, on which the High 
Priest sacrificed a heifer for his own sins, and a he-goat 
for the sins of the people. 



CHAPTER IV. 

PUNISHMENT OF THE ISRAELITES FOR THEIR WANT OF 
TRUST IN GOD — DEATH OF MOSES. 

1. The Israelites stayed a year at Mount Sinai, and 
then went on to the edge of the land of Canaan, which 
long ago God had promised Abraham that he would give 
to His children. 

2. God now commanded Moses to choose twelve men, 
one from each of the twelve tribes of Israel, and send 
them to see it. He did so, and the twelve spies went into 
the Promised Land, and were gone a whole month. 

3. Then they came back, bearing among them a large 
bunch of grapes hung on a stick, for it was too big for 
one man to carry alone. They said that it was indeed a 
rich and beautiful land, as the people could see by the 
fruit, but that huge, fierce men dwelt in it, and the towns 
had very strong walls about them. 

4. Ten of the spies thus tried to frighten the people 

22. What were the men of Israel to do on these feasts? 

1. Where did God now lead the Israelites? 2. What did God 
command Moses to do? 3. What did they bring back? 4, 
What did ten of the spiep **? *o do? 
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from trying to conquer the country. Then the foolish 
Israelites, forgetting that God had said He would give the 
land to them, began to murmur, and said they would 
rather go back to Egypt. 

5. In vain did the two other spies, Josue (J5s'-u-ah) and 
Caleb, urge the people to go on, declaring that God would 
fight for them and prevail. They refused and said they 
would put Moses and Aaron to death. 

6^ Then God was very angry and He would have de- 
stroyed the wicked people by pestilence, only Moses and 
Aaroi* prayed Him to spare them. So God said that He 
would punish them instead by not letting them enter the 
Promised Land. They should wander in the desert for 
forty years, and then after their death, their children 
should ente^ it. 

7. Not long after, three princes of the tribe of Levi, 
Core (co're), Ds,'than, and A-bi-ron, rose up against Moses 
and Aaron, saying that all the people were holy, and 
that they had n^ right to set themselves up above the 
rest. 

8. So Moses told Core to come the next day with two 
hundred and fifty people who thought as he did, and take 
the censers in his hands, and let Aaron take his at the 
same time, so that God might show when he desired to 
have tlie office of His priest. 

9. They did so, and the earth opened and swallowed 
the three proud and impious princes. At the same time, 

5. What did Josue and Calelr do? 6. Was God angry? 7. 
What happened not long after? 8. What did Moses do? 9, Ditf 
they obey? , 
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fire came down from heaven and consumed the two hun- 
dred and fifty people who had sided with them. 

10. After this God told Moses to take a rod from a prince 
of every tribe in Israel and place them in the Tabernacle. 
He did so, and the next day when he went to it, he found 
that the rod of Aaron had blossomed. And this was a 
Bign that God had chosen him for the priesthood. 

11. After a while the Israelites began to find fault 
with the wonderful food which God sent them. God 
punished them for this by sending fiery snakes among 
them, and whoever was bitten by these snakes died ; 
there was no cure for them. 

12. When a great many had died, the people came to 
Moses and begged him to pray to God for them. He did 
so, and God told him to make a serpent of brass and set 
it high up on a pole in the midst of the people. 

13. Whoever looked at this brass serpent was cured of 
the bites of the fiery snakes. It is thus a type of Our 
Blessed Lord. He and He only, heals the wounds of all 
who are bitten by the serpent sin. 

14 In the last years of their wandering in the desert, 
the Israelites needed water, and began to murmur against 
God for not sending them some. Then God told Moses 
to strike a rock and water would flow from it. 

15. Now though Moses was the meekest of men, he 
had grown angry with the people for their want of pa- 

10. What did God tell Moses to do? 11. Did the Israelites mur- 
mur again? 12. What did the people do? 13. Did this cure 
them? 14. What did the Israelites murmur in the last years of 
their wanderings? 15. What sin did Moses commit? 
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,ience and gratitude. So instead of striking the rock 
once as he had been told he struck it twice sharply. 

16. For this sin of disobedience and anger God pun- 
ished Moses by not letting him go into the Promised 
Land. 

17. When the forty weary years of the wandering in the 
desert were over, He took him to the top of a higih moan- 
tain, and showed him, beyond the river Jordan, the lovely 
country of Canaan which He had long before promised to 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, but he would not let 
}im enter in. 

18. There on the mountain Moses died, and Josue 
the faithful spy was made leader of the people in his 
place. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE ISRAELITES ENTER THE PROMISED LAND. 

The City of Jericho (jer-i-co) its roses. It was the scene 

is in the southern part of the of many of Our Lord's mira- 

Holy Land and is famous for cles. 

1. When the people who lived in those parts saw the 
great crowd of Israelites moving about from place to 
place, they became afraid of them, and fought against 
them, trying to drive them back to Egypt. But God 

16. How did God punish him? 17. What did He show him after 
the forty years was over? 18. Where did Moses die? 
1. How did the people in these parts regard the Israelites? 
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-was with them and their enemies could do nothing to 
hurt them. 

2. Some time before the death of Moses, Ba'lac, King 
of Mo'ab, finding himself unable to defeat them, sent to 
a prophet of the true God, named Balaam (ba'lam) and 
offered him a large sum of money to go to the Israelites, 
and curse them, hoping that this would make them turn 
back. 

3. Balaam went, but though he tried hard to curse 
them, because he wanted the king's money, blessings 
came instead from his mouth in spite of himself. "A 
star shall arise out of Jacob, " he declared, " and a sceptre 
shall spring up from Israel, and shall strike the chiefs of 
Moab." 

4. The forty years of wandering were now over, so God 
told Josue to lead the Israelites towards the Promised 
Land. He did so and they moved on till they came to 
the river Jordan. Then Josue ordered the priests to take 
the Ark of the Lord and go before the people. 

5. They did so, and as soon as they touched the river 
with their feet, its water rolled back on either side, and 
left a dry passage for the people to cross over. 

6. They were now past the Jordan, but they had the 
strong walled city of Jericho (jer-i-co) before them. And 
God let them take this in a wonderful way. 

7. He told Josue to make all the soldiers of Israel 
march around the city in procession once a day for six 

2. What did Ba'lac do? 3. Did Balaam curse them? 4. What 
did he tell Josue to do? 5. What happened? 6. Continue 7. In 
what manner? 
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jays. Then on the seventh day, the priests were to go 
before the Ark of the Lord, and sound a trumpet seven 
times. And all the people were to shout at the sound of 
the trumpet. 

8. This was done, and when the &reat shout went np 
from Israel, the walls of the city fell, and the Israelites 
entered and took possession of it. 

9. After many hard-fought battles, Josue succeeded in 
conquering the Promised Land, and the children of 
Israel rested in peace within it, and Josue divided it 
among the tribes. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL. 

1. Josue died* and Caleb succeeded him. After 
Caleb's death, many wise men ruled over Israel, called 
Judges. 

2. Sad to say, the people of Israel soon gave up being 
faithful to the true God, and many of them took to wor- 
shipping idols, like the wicked people who dwelt in 
Canaan. 

3. Wherever they did so God punished them by letting 
their enemies prevail against them, until they repented, 
and then He raised up some good man to be their Judge, 

8. Was this done? 9. Did Josue get possession of the Promised 
Land easily? 

1. What happened after Josue' s death? 2. Did Israel remain 
faithful to God? 3. How did God punish them? 
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who cast out their idols, and saved the Israelites from 
their enemies. 

4. At one time the Ma'-di-an-ites, one of these wicked 
nations, had conquered the Israelites so that they had to 
hide in holes and caves to save their lives. They turned 
to God for help and He sent an angel to a young man 
named GSd-e-on, to tell him that he was to save 
Israel. 

5. Gedeon asked as a sign that the Lord would be with 
him and help him, that the fleece or sheep's skin which 
he laid on the ground in the evening might remain dry 
while all the ground was wet with dew. And so it was. 
Then Gedeon asked for another sign, that the fleece 
might be wet with dew while all the ground remained 
dry, and it was granted. 

6. So Gedeon led a little band of three hundred whom 
God had himself selected, against the Madianites and 
conquered them, so that they never troubled the Israel- 
ites again while he lived. 

7. The next great judge of Israel was Sam'son. God 
told his parents to consecrate thtrir child to him and as a 
sign of this never to let his hair be cut. And he grew up 
stronger than any other man has been before or since. 

8. At that time a wicked people called the Phil-is- 
tines, had quite conquered the Israelites. Samson fought 
against them alone. One time he slew a thousand of 
them with the jaw-bone of an ass. 

4. What nation conquered them? 5. What did Gedeon ask of 
God? 6. Did Gedeon triumph? 7. Who was the next great 
iudffe of Israel? 8. What people now troubled the Israelites? 
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9. Another time he caught three hundred foxes, and 
fastened them together two and two, by their tails, then 
fastened lighted torches between their tails, and let them 
loose among the wheat fields and vineyards, and olive 
groves of the Philistines, so that they were all set on 
fire and destroyed. 

' 10. Though Samson was the chosen instrument of God, 
his conduct was very bad at times, and led to his being 
betrayed into the hands of the Philistines. They found 
out that his strength lay in his hair which by God's com- 
mand, had never been cut. 

11. So they cut his hair and put his eyes out, and cast 
him into prison. But one day they had a great feast, so 
they had Samson brought before them in order to amusi. 
themselves with the sight of their enemy, now blind and 
helpless. 

12. The feast was kept in a vast hall, and the princes 
and great people sat in a gallery supported by two pillars. 
And Samson asked the boy who led him, to place him 
so that his hands could rest on the pillars. 

13. Then Samson prayed to God to give him back his 
great strength. God did so, and Samson seized the pillars 
and broke them down. The gallery fell, and Samson was 
killed, but in his death he slew more of God's enemies 
than he had slain in all his life, for three thousand died 
with him. 

14. The next judge of Israel was Heli (he'll), who was 

9. What did he do another time? 10. What must be said of 
Samson? 11. What did they do to him? 12. Continue. 13. 
What did Samson pray? 14. Who was the next Judge of Israel? 
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also High Priest. He was a good man, but his two sons 
Ophni (of-ni) and Phineas (fin-e-es) were very wicked, 
and God grew angry with Heli for not punishing them 
for their badness. 

15. The Tabernacle was then set up in a place called 
SI-lo' and there Heli dwelt. There lived with him a holy 
little boy, called Samuel, whose parents had given him to 
the service of God. 

16. One night, as Samuel lay in bed, he heard a voice 
call "Samuel, Samuel." He sprang up at once and ran 
to Heli, thinking it was he who had called him, but Heli 
said, "I did not call, my son; go back and sleep." 

17. Samuel went back, but twice more the voice called, 
and each time Samuel went to Heli. Then Heli knew it 
was the voice of the Lord, and he bade Samuel, if the 
voice called again, to answer, "Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth. 

18. The Voice did call again, and Samuel at once 
answered as Heli had told him. Then the Lord spoke to 
Samuel, and said that He was angry with the sons of 
Heli for their badness, and angry with Heli for spoil- 
ing them, and that they should be no longer High 
Priests. 

19. The next morning Heli begged Samuel to tell him 
what the Lord had said. And at last the boy did so. 
And Heli, who loved God's will only said, "It is the 
Lord; let him do what is good in His sight." 

16. Where was the Tabernacle? 16. What happened to Samuel? 
17. Did God speak again? 18. Did God speak the fourth time? 
19. What did Heli beg of Samuel? 
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20. Soon after this God allowed the Philistines to wage 
war against the Israelites as a punishment for their sins. 
Heir's two wicked sons went out with the army to fight 
against them, and they took with them the Ark of the 
Lord, for they felt sure that if they had the Ark witb 
them, God would fight for them. 

21. But God would not help them. He meant the 
Philistines to punish them. The Israelites were defeated. 
Heli's two sons were killed, and worse than all, the Ark 
of the Lord was carried off by the enemy. 

22. Heli, now very old and blind, sat at the gate of 
Silo, waiting for news of the battle. When word was 
brought to him that his sons were dead, he neither spoke 
nor moved, for he knew this was the punishment sent by 
God, but when he heard that the Ark of the Lord was 
taken, he fell backward off his high stool, and broke his 
neck. 

23. The Philistines were full of joy when they got the 
Ark, for they thought it was that which had made the 
Israelites so strong. But when they got it back to 
their own country they found that their idols fell down 
off the altars, and that trouble, sickness, broke out 
among the people, in whatever town they placed it. At 
last they made up their minds to get rid. of it in some 
way. 

24. So they put it in a cart to which they harnessed 

20. What did God permit soon after this? 21. Did God help 
tbera? 22. How did Heli receive the awful news? 23. How did 
tine Philistines feel about the ark? 24. What did the Ihilistines 
do with the ark? 
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two cows, and let them draw it wherever they pleased. 
Now those cows had each a little calf, but instead of 
going to where their calves were shut up, as it would 
have been natural for them to do, they went on straight 
toward the land of Israel, and never stopped till they 
reached it. 

25. The last judge of Israel was Samuel. He governed 
Israel with great wisdom, and under his rule, the Israel- 
ites defeated the Philistines so completely that for many 
years after, they were afraid to approach the land of 
Israel. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL — SAUL- 

1. Up to this time, the people of Israel had been 
ruled in a way that no other people have ever been. God 
was their King and Ruler; they had no other. The 
Judges ruled under Him and never did anything without 
asking God what they were to do. 

2. But when Samuel was very old, the people said 
they wanted a king to rule over them, like the nations 
around them. Even the Elders, that is, the oldest and 
wisest men of the nation, desired this like the rest. 

3. Samuel was displeased when he heard their re- 

25. Who was the last judge of Israel? 

1. How had the people of Israel been ruled up to this timet 

2. What did the Israelites ask of Samuel when he grew old? 

3. Was Samuel pleased? 



I 
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^ jest. He prayed to God about it, and God madt 
known to Samuel that He was not pleased either, with 
their wish, and told him to tell the people how great 
would be the rights of a king over them. 

4. Still they declared they wanted a Kng, so God then 
told Samuel that He would send him r j. young man whom 
he was to anoint as king. 

5. Soon after, a tall, comely young man named Saul, 
came to Samuel to seek for help in some private business. 
And God made Samuel know that this was the young 
man whom He wished to be king of Israel. So Samuel 
took oil, and pouring it over his head anointed him. 
Then he showed him to the people, and they cried out, 
"God save the king." 

6. The first three years of Saul's reign went well. 
But afterwards he grew proud and disobedient, and then 
God gave him up. 

7. A long time before, when Moses was leading the 
Israelites about the wilderness, a certain people, called the 
A-mal'-ek-ites, had behaved very cruelly to them ; and 
for doing this God had said that some day He would pun- 
ish them. 

8. The time had now come. Their wickedness was so 
great that it cried to God for vengeance, and He told 
Saul to march against them and leave no man, woman or 
child, of them, nor any animal belonging to them, alive. 

9. Saul went and conquered them "with God's help. 

4. Did they persist? 5. Whom did God choose for king of 
Israel? 6. Did all go well? 7. What had the Amalekitos done? 
8. Continue. 9. Did Saul go? 
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But he disobeyed God, for he brought back their king as 
prisoner, and spared the best of the sheep and cattle. 

10. God sent Samuel to tell him how angry He was at 
his disobedience. Saul tried to excuse himself by saying 
that he had saved the sheep and cattle in order to sacri- 
fice them to God. 

11. But Samuel replied that obedience was better than 
sacrifice, and that God would not have him any longer as 
king over Israel, but would choose another king who 
would serve him more faithfully. 

12. God then told Samuel to go to Beth'le'hem, and 
anoint as king, David, the youngest of the sons of JeVse. 
Samuel went and asked Jesse to see his sons. Jesse 
made seven of them pass before Samuel, but God told 
him that it was not any of these. 

13. Then Samuel asked Jesse if he had no other son. 
Jesse said he had one named David, but as he was only a 
boy keeping the sheep, he had not thought it worth while 
to call him. 

14. But Samuel told Jesse to call him, and when the 
beautiful, ruddy shepherd boy came in, God made 
Samuel know that this was His chosen king of Israel. 
So Samuel anointed him with oil, and from that day 
the spirit of God left Saul and came on David. 

10. How did God rebuke Saul? 11. What did Samuel reply? 
12. Where did God tell Samuel to seek a king? 13. What die 
Samuel ask Jesse? 14. Did Samuel ask for him? 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE KINGDOM OF ISRAfiL— DAVID. 

1. Although David was now God's chosen king, he 
ras not to rule until after Saul's death. So Saul still 
ruled Israel, but as God was no longer with him he was 
being defeated by the Philistines, who had attacked 
Israel again. 

2. The Israelites' camp was on a hill and the camp oi 
the Philistines was on a hill opposite. A valley lay 
between, and every day a giant called Go-li-ath came out 
of the camp of the Philistines and went down into this 
valley and began to mock the Israelites, asking for some 
one to come down and fight him. 

3. Now David had three brothers in the army of 
Israel, and he used to bring them food to the camp. 
One day, just as he reached there, Goliath stepped down 
into the valley, as usual, and began to mock the Israel- 
ites. 

4. David wondered very much that no soldier of 
Israel had dared to meet the giant, and he went into the 
presence of Saul, and asked leave to go and fight the giant, 
and after a time he succeeded in getting it. 

5. The king put on his own armor on him, but David 
found it so heavy that he took it off, and with only his 
staff in his hand, he went out to meet the giant. Only 

i. Was Saul to be still king? 2. Who used to mock the 
Israelites? 3. How did David hear of Goliath? 4. What did b« 
ask Saul? 5. What did the k*ner put on him? 
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as he passed a brook, he took out of it five smooth stones, 
and put them in his shepherd's bag. 

6. When the giant Goliath, clad from head to foot in 
strong, shining armor, saw the boy coming down to fight 
him without even a sword, he was in a great rage, and 
shouted, "Am I a dog that thou comest against me 
with a staff ? Come to me, and I will give thy flesh to 
the birds and beasts." 

7. But David, trusting in God, ran to meet him, and 
putting one of his smooth stones in a sling, threw it at 
the giant. The stone struck him on the forehead, and 
he fell senseless, f hen David took the giant's own great 
sword, and cut off his head with it. 

8. When the Philistines saw their great champion 
dead, they retreated. David was led in triumph to the 
king. And while David was speaking to him the king's 
son Jon'a-than, who stood by, felt a great love for the 
youth, and for the rest of their lives David and Jona- 
than were the dearest of friends to each other. 

9. As time went on Saul grew to hate David, because 
he began to fear that the people would make him king 
in his place, they loved him so. The spirit of God had 
left Saul, and often an evil spirit took possession of him, 
and filled him with unhappiness and madness. 

10. When this fit of madness came upon him, David 
would take his harp and soothe the wretched king with 
sweet music. But this did not make Saul love him any 

6. What did Goliath shout when he saw David? 7. How did 
David act? 8. What did the Philistines do? 9. Did Saul always 
*eel the same to David? 10. What used David do? 
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better, and one day when David was playing to him, he 
tried to kill him. 

11. David had at last to flee from the king, and for a 
long time was forced to dwell in caves and hiding-places. 
But at last Saul went forth again to fight the Philistines, 
and when he saw the battle going against him, he killed 
himself. 

12. David was now made king. One of his first acts 
was to lead his army against the Jeb'-us-ites, a wicked 
people who held the town of Je-ru-sa-lem, the strongest 
place in the whole country. 

13. He succeeded in taking this city, and then he 
made it stronger than ever and called it the City of 
David. 

14. He then brought the Ark to this strong city and 
set up the Tabernacle in a part called Mount Si-on. 
David wished to build a Temple to place the Ark in. 
instead of the Tabernacle, but God let him know that as 
he was a man of war, and had shed so much blood, he 
was not to do this great work, but leave it to his son 3 
who should be a man of peace. 

15. Though God loved David very much, and David 
served him faithfully, yet he once fell into awful sin, 
and God punished him for it during the rest of his life, 
though he forgave him on account of his deep sorrow. 

16. The last twenty years of his life were filled with 



11. What had David to do? 12. Did David now become King? 
13. Did he succeed in taking the city? 14. Where did he place 
the Ark? 15. Did David always remain true to God? 16. What 
filled the last years of David's life? 
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wars ; his favorite son Ab-sa-lom turned against him, 
got himself made king in place of him, and even drove 
his father from Jerusalem. 

17. A large army of faithful soldiers gathered around 
David, and his general, Jo'-ab, led them out to fight 
against Absalom. David still loved his son and he said 
to Joab, " Save me the boy Absalom." 

18. A great battle was fought, and Absalom's army 
was beaten. Absalom fled away on a mule, but as he was 
passing beneath a great oak tree, his long, thick hair 
caught on a low bough, and the mule galloped on, leav- 
ing him hanging. 

19. There Joab found him, and in spite of David's 
words, ran his sword through his body, and killed him. 
When David heard of the victory he could not be glad. 
He could only weep and cry out. " 0, my son Absalom, 
would to God that I had died for thee, oh! Absalom my 
son, my son! 

20. After this David returned to Jerusalem. He 
could not punish the people who had driven him away, 
as he knew that God allowed them to do it as a punish- 
ment for his sin. 

21. David wrote the beautiful Psalms (sams) in which 
he tells how much he mourns for his crime. These are 
called the Pen-i-ten-tial Psalms, and are to be found iu 
the Prayer-Books for grown-up people. 

» .-» ' ■ " ■ 

17. Did men remain faithful te David? 18. Continue. 19. 
Who found him there? 20. Did David return to his own city! 
21. What did David write? 



V— ERA OF THE TEMPLE AND THE 
PROPHETS. 

FROM R O. 1010 TO THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 
CHAPTER I. 

SOLOMON — DIVISION OP ISRAEL. 

1. When David died, his son Solomon became king. 
He was very young when he came to the throne, but he 
loved the Lord, and strove to live like his father. 

2. One night, the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
and told him that He would give him whatever gift he 
asked for. 

3. Solomon chose the gift of wisdom; and God was so 
pleased with his choice that he gave him not only what 
he asked for, but also greater riches and power than any 
other king has ever had. 

4. Israel enjoyed unbroken peace under Solomon, and 
the first use which the king made of his great wealth was 
to build the Temple of God, as David had told him to do. 
He chose for its site Mount Mo-ri-a in Jerusalem, where 
Abraham had been told to sacrifice Isaac. 

1. Who succeeded to the throne of Israel after David's death? 
2. What did the Lord tell Solomon in his dream? 3. What did he 
choose? 4. What did Solomon at once begin to do? 
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5. The temple was not like any of our great churches, 
but was almost like a town in itself, consisting as it did, 
of the many buildings which were needed for the per- 
formance of the rites of the Jewish religion. 

6. Vast numbers were employed in building it. Thirty 
thousand men worked by turns in the mountains of 
Leb'a-non in hewing cedar timber, while other thousands 
worked in the stone quarries, or carried burdens. 

7. Seven years went by during which the workmen toiled 
in reverent silence at the holy work. The king sent to 
the great merchant city of Tyre (tire) in a neighboring 
country for skilled workmen to carve the cedar wood; and 
at last the great Temple was finished and enclosed by 
high, strong walls with towers, to protect the Ark of God 
from the enemies of Israel. 

8. Inside, the Temple was ornamented with rare woods, 
and gold, and precious stones, and hung with beautiful 
stuffs. And on the day when the Ark of the Lord was 
brought into it, Solomon made a great feast, and offered a 
beautiful prayer to God, in the hearing of all the people. 
And God showed that He was pleased by sending down 
fire to burn up the sacrifice. 

9. Sad to relate, this wise king fell away from God in 
after years. He took many wives, some of them from 
nations whom it was forbidden to the Israelites to 
marry with, and he offered incense to the idols which 



6. Was the Temple like our churches? 6. Were many workmen 
employed? 7. How long did it take to build the temple? 8. How 
was it ornamented inside? 9. Did Solomon remain faithful U. 
God? 
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they worshipped, to please them. And God told him 
that for his sins the kingdom should he taken from his 
son and given to another. 

10. Solomon died, and his son Ro'-bo'-am became king. 
He was a very foolish young man, and so Jer-o-bo'-am, a 
young man who had been in Solomon's service, got him- 
self made king in Roboam's place. 

11. The two tribes of Juda and Benjamin remained 
faithful to Roboam and these were afterwards called the 
kingdom of Juda. The other ten tribes made Jeroboam 
their king, and were called the Kingdom of Israel. 

12. Thus we see the kingdom of Juda was of the house 
of David, of which Our Lord was to be born. Roboam, 
its king, held the city of Jerusalem, so those of the king- 
dom of Israel could not go up to offer sacrifice, and they 
fell to worshipping idols instead. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE END OF THE KINGDOM OP ISRAEL. 

1. Jeroboam, the king of Israel, began a war against 
Roboam, the king of Juda, and their successors kept it up, 
so that during the two hundred and fifty-three years of 
Israel's existence, the two kingdoms were almost always 
at strife. 



10. Who succeeded Solomon? 11. What tribes remained faith- 
ful to Roboam? 12. What can be said of th*- kingdom of Juda? 
1. What did Jeroboam begin? 
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2. Worsa than this, both Israel and Juda, nations ot 
Mic came race and faith, often sought the aid of the 
pagan nations about them, to carry on the , war against 
each other. 

3. Some of the kings of Juda were good and followed 
the example of David, but all the kings of Israel were 
bad and worshipped idols, instead of the one true God. 

4. During these sad times, God raised up many holy 
men who were called prophets, whom He inspired to 
preach His law to princes and people, and to whom He 
gave the power to work miracles. 

5. The first of these was E-li-as who lived during the 
reign of A'-chab, one of the worst kings of Israel. Achab 
knew about the true God, but had married a wicked 
woman named Jez-a-bel, and worshipped her God, who 
was called Ba-al. 

6. Elias told this wicked pair that as a punishment for 
their sins, and those of the nation, God was about to 
send an awful famine on the land. Having thus given 
God's message, the holy man went out into the desert and 
stayed there. 

7. He dwelt on the banks of a little brook, from which 
he got water to drink, and every morning and evening, 
God sent two ravens, with bread and meat in their beaks 
for his food. 

8. Three years went by during which no rain fell and 

2. Whose aid did they seek? 3. Were all the kings of both na- 
tions idolaters? 4. Whom did God raise up during these times? 
5. Who was the first of these prophets? 6. What did Elias tell 
them? 7. Where did he dwell? 8. Did Elias ever go back? 
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nothing grew in Israel, and the people suffered from hun* 
ger. Then Elias went back to the king and queen, and 
asked them to gather the people together at Mount Car- 
mel, a bleak, wild mountain that overhung the sea. 
Then he asked them whether they would serve God or 
Ba-al. 

9. The people kept silence for fear of the king and 
queen. So Elias made them build two altars, and lay a 
sacrifice upon each, but had no fire lit to consume it. 

10. He then told the priests of Baal to call on their 
god to send down fire to burn up their sacrifice. So they 
called and called, but in vain. 

11. It was now Elias* turn. With firm faith he 
besought God to show forth his power before these poor 
blinded people; and at once so awful a fire came down 
from heaven that it burnt the very stones of the altar. 
And all the people fell on their faces and cried out, 
"The Lord he is God !" 

- 12. By Elias' command, the people put BaaPs priests 
to death. Then the holy man prayed for rain, and at 
last a little cloud, no bigger than a man's hand, appeared 
in the blazing sky that spread over the parched land; and 
this grew bigger till at last all the sky was black, and the 
rain fell and things began to grow again. 

13. These great miracles did not turn the wicked king 
or queen to God. A short time after, Achab wished very 
much to possess a vineyard that lay near his palace. 

9. Did they choose? 10. Continue. 11. What did Elias do? 
12, What did he tell the people to do? 13. Did these great mil* 
acles turn thr king and queen to God? 
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But it belonged to a man named Na'bdth who refused to 
sell it. 

14. Jezabel made up her mind that the king should 
have the vineyard. So she had Naboth accused of a 
crime, got false witnesses to testify to his guilt, and had 
him put to death. 

15. But when the king was going to take possession of 
the vineyard, Elias met him and told him that for his 
and his wife's double crime, the dogs should yet lick his 
blood, and devour JezabePs flesh. The words of the holy 
man came true. Three years later Achab was wounded 
to death in battle, and the dogs were found lapping his 
blood. 

16. Jezabel lived for some time after Achab, but met a 
more terrible fate. Her son Jo'ram became King, but as 
he was very wicked too, God let one of his generals, Je'hu. 
kill him in battle, and become King of Israel. As Jehu 
rode into the city afterwards, he saw Jezabel up at the 
window of her dwelling, and he told some of those 
about him to go up and throw her down. 

17. Jehu rode on and had a great feast in the palace. 
Then he told his servants to go and bury Jezabel's 
body, but when they reached the spot where she had been 
killed, they found nothing but some of her bones. Elias , 
words had come true, the dogs had eaten her flesh. 

18. When the holy prophet Elias felt his mission on 

14 Who got it for him? 15. Whom did the king meet as he .was 
going to take possession? 16. When did Jezabel die? 17. Con- 
tinue. 18. What did ! Elias do when he felt his mission drawing 
to a closet 
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8arth drawing to a close, he chose for his successor, his 
disciple El-i-se-us. He would have left him, and gone 
into solitude, but Eliseus kept with him, until one day, 
a fiery chariot came down from heaven, and took Elias up 
thither alive. 

19. Eliseus performed many splendid miracles, like his 
master. Among them were the raising of a little child to 
life, and the parting of the river Jordan with the cloak of 
Elias. 

20. The successor of Eliseus was the prophet JdTias. 
He lived in the reign of Jer'o-bo-am II. the fourth king 
of the line of Jehu. Jonas was commanded by God to 
go to Nin'-i-v£, and denounce the sins of that wicked 
city. But instead of going to Ninive, Jonas took pas- 
sage for Thar-sis (tar-sis). 

21. God sent a terrible storm, and the sailors, believ- 
ing that some one on board was the cause of it, drew 
lots to see who it was. It proved to be Jonas and they 
cast him into the sea. A great fish swallowed him, and 
for three days and nights he remained inside of it. 

22. Then God heard his prayers and made the fish cast 
him out on dry land. He went to Ninive and told the 
people that after forty days, their city should be 
destroyed. But they repented, in sackcloth and ashes, 
so the Lord spared them. 

23. One bad king after another had sat on the throne 
of Israel, and they and the people had turned a deaf ear 

19. Did Eliseus perform miracles? 20. Who succeeded Eliseus? 
21. How did God punish Jonas? 22. Did God hear his prayers? 
23. What was the end of the kingdom of Israel? 
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to the prophets. So at last God grew weary of their* 
wickedness, and He let their enemies destroy them. The 
king of the great Empire of As-syr-i-a came and carried 
away their last king O'-see, and killed a great many of the 
people. Many of those who were not killed were carried 
off with the king, and we never hear anything more of 
the Kingdom of Israel. 

24. History of Tobias. Among those Israelites who 
were carried into captivity was a holy man named 
To-bf-as. He had kept his faith in God, and never 
served idols, and in the strange land, he strove to do all 
the good in his power. At last he grew blind, and very 
old and knew he was soon to die. 

25. So he sent his son, named Tobias, to a distant city 
to get back some money which he had loaned to a friend. 
The young man started, and on the road met a beautiful 
and gentle youth who offered to go with him and show 
him the way. 

26. The first night they stopped by a great river. 
Tobias went to wash his feet in it, and a huge fish 
attacked him. He cried out to his guide to help him, 
and the young man told him to take the fish by the gills, 
and draw it on shore. Tobias did so, and after they had 
cooked it for food, the young man told Tobias to keep its 
heart, liver, and gall, as they would be of use to him. 

27. They arrived safe at the city for which they were 
bound. The young man showed Tobias how to manage 

24. Who was Tobias? 25. Where did he send his son? 26. 
Where did they stop the first night? 27. Did they arrive at the 
•ity? 
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his business affair, and won for him a beautiful and vir- 
tuous maiden as his wife. 

28. After the wedding feast was over, Tobias returned 
home with his wife. He had been away so long that his 
aged parents feared he was dead and their joy was great 
on his return. 

29. The first thing they did after meeting was to adore 
God and thank Him for His goodness; then Tobias took 
the gall of the fish which he had kept, and touched his 
father's eyes with it and the old man's sight came back. 

30. They did not forget the young stranger in their 
happiness. The aged Tobias besought him to take half 
of all they had. But the young man told them to bless 
God for all his mercies to them; " for," he said, " I am 
the Angel Kapha-el, one of the seven who stand before 
the Lord." 

31. Filled with awe at these words they fell on their 
faces before him, but he said, " Peace be with you; fear 
not." Then he disappeared, leaving the happy household 
praising God for his wonderful goodness towards them. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE KINGDOM OF JUDA. 

_. As has been said, the tribes of Benjamin and Juda 



28. When did Tobias set out for home? 29. What did they do 
first? 30. Did they thank the young stranger? 31. Continue, 
1. What made up the kingdom of Juda? 
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remained faithful to Koboam, Solomon's son. They 
made up the Kingdom of Juda, and were called Jews. 
Koboam governed this little kingdom with success, 
though he had to spend the most of his years at war. 

2. Of the kings who succeeded Eoboam some strove to 
live like David; others were bad and worshipped idols. 
One of the worst of these bad kings was Achaz (a'-kaz). 
He formed an alliance with the great Empire of Assyria, 
in spite of the warnings of the good prophet Isaias ( i-sa'- 
yas), who told him that the latter would be used by God 
as the rod of his anger. 

3. But the impious king turned a deaf ear to the holy 
man, and refused to ask a sign of Ood. Then Isaias 
rebuked him and uttered his memorable prophecy of the 
coming of our Lord: Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, AND BEAR A SON, AND HIS NAME SHALL BE 
CALLED Em-MAN'-U-EL. 

4. Isaias also rebuked the people of Juda for their sins, 
and especially the women of Jerusalem for their vanity 
and love of luxury. Isaias was the first of the four great 
prophets — so called because of the clearness and fulness 
of their prophecies of the coming of Christ. 

5. After the death of Achaz, his son Ezechias came to 
the throne. He was one of the best of Juda's kings, •and 
his first care was to build up the Temple of God, which 
the bad kings had let partly fall to pieces, and destroy 
the groves and temples where the idols were wor- 
shipped. 

2. What of his successors? 3. Did Achaz listen to Isaias? 4 
Whom else did he rebuke? 5. Who succeeded Achaz? 
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<J. Almighty God rewarded his faithful servant. He 
ignored the prophet Isaias, and broke off the alliance 
with the Assyrians which his father had made. So Sen- 
nach-e-rib, their king, led his great army to the gates of 
Jerusalem. 

7. In this great danger, King Ezechias went up to the 
Temple and prayed earnestly to God for help. And that 
night, God sent His angel into the Assyrian camp, who 
killed all the soldiers as they lay asleep. And when Sen- 
nacherib saw in the morning what had taken place, he 
hastened back to his own country. 

8. Some years later, the Assyrians again attacked the 
kingdom of Juda. This time they were led by a fierce 
and cruel general, named Hol-o-fer-nes, and laid siege to 
a town in the mountains of Judea, called Bethu'-li-a. 

9. The town had strong walls about it, and the people 
were brave, so they held out for a long time against the 
great army outside their gates. But at last Holofernes 
destroyed the ac-que-ducts which supplied the city with 
water, and then they began to suffer terribly. 

10. When they had endured this terrible thirst for 
some time, they made up their minds to yield up the 
town in five days, if no help came. And they prayed 
with more fervor than ever to God to assist them. 

11. Then God put it into the heart of a holy widow 
named Ju-dith, to save her people. She was young and 

6. Did God reward Ezechias? 7. What did Ezechias do? 8. 
Did the Assyrians again attack Juda? 9. Describe the situation 
of Bethulia's people? 10. Continue. 11.' Whom did God make 
use of to save the city? 
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beautiful, and she dressed herself in rich attire, and went 
out into the enemy's camp. 

12. When she got there, the soldiers took her prisoner 
and led her to Holofernes. He was greatly pleased with 
her, gave her a tent near his own, and told her she might 
come and go as she liked. 

IS* After she had been four days in the camp, Holofer- 
nes asked her to feast with him. She went, and the 
general, after eating a great deal, drank so much wine 
that he fell sound asleep. 

14. Judith was alone with him in his tent. So she 
rose up, and having prayed to God for strength, took up 
his sword and cut off his head with it. Then she put it 
into a bag, and hastened back to the town, and showed 
the people the head of their cruel foe. 

15. Early the next morning, the people of Bethulia, by 
the advice of Judith, went out and attacked the Assyr- 
ians. These ran to the tent of Holofernes to wake him, 
and when they found him dead, they were seized with 
fear and ran away. 

16. Judith is a type of the Blessed Virgin. As Judith 
by putting the enemy to death, saved her people, so Mary 
by crushing the head of the serpent, saved mankind 
from the slavery of sin. 

17. Although Juda had several good kings who were 
true to God, she had many bad ones who drew down His 

12. What happened when she got there? 13. What occurred 
after she had been four days in the camp? 14. Continue. 15 
What did the people of Bethulia do next morning? 16. Of whotr 
\» Judith a type? 17. Was Go<J angry with Juda? 
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wrath. Her people too had sinned deeply. And the 
hour was drawing nigh when they were to be punished. 

18. Before sending his heavy judgment on Juda, how- 
ever, God sent another prophet to give them a last warn- 
ing. This was Jer-e-mi-as,who sternly rebuked both kings 
and people for their sins. But they paid no heed to him. 

19. At last the time of God's vengeance came. Neb- 
uch-ad-nez'-zar, King of Bab-y-lon, marched to Jerusa- 
lem, pulled down its walls, destroyed the beautiful 
Temple, and carried off the king and the greater part of 
the people into his own country as prisoners (586, b. c.) 

20. The holy prophet Jeremias remained in the deso- 
late city of Jerusalem, and wandering about amid the 
ruins of the Temple, poured forth his Lamentations over 
its destruction. 

21. Jeremias was the second of the four Great Proph- 
ets. He foretold the birth of Our Lord from the family 
of David, and described his mission on earth. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE CAPTIVITY OF THE JEWS. 

1. The captivity of the Jews in Babylon lasted seventy 
years. In time, the exiles grew to feel the justice of 
their punishment, and bore their sorrows in patience. 

18. Did God warn them again? 19. What came to pass? 20 
Who remained in Jerusalem? 21. Who was Jeremias? 
1. How long did the captivity last* 
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And tfod sent for their consolation the two other Great 
Prophets, Ezechiel (Sz-e-ki-el) and Daniel. 

2. At the time of the Jews being led to Babylon, 
Daniel was very young, and along with three other 
youths, An-na-nf-as, Mis'-a-el, and Az-a-ri'-as, had been 
taken into the king's household. 

3. Jlere they had refused to eat of the food sent to 
them from the king's table, because of their fear lest it 
might have been defiled by being offered to idols. In 
reward of this, God gave them great wisdom, so that the* 
were able to advise the king well. 

4. Now the king set up a great golden statue, and said 
that when the sound of music was heard, all should fall 
down and adore it. But Annanias, Misael and Azarias 
refused to do so, and the king in a rage had them thrown 
into a fiery furnace. 

5. But in the midst of the fierce flames the three youths 
were seen walking about unhurt, singing hymns to God. 
So the king had them taken out, and ordered that any 
one who should speak against their God should be put to 
death. 

6. Soon after this, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream which 
made him very sad, and he asked Daniel to explain it to 
him. Daniel, inspired of God as Joseph had been in 
Egypt, told the king that God was angry with him be- 
cause of his pride, and that if he did not humble himself 
he would be punished. 

2. Where were Daniel and his companions placed? 3. What did 
they do? 4. What did the king set up? 5. What miracle took 
p*«tee? 0. What did the king ask Daniel? 
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7. Daniel's words came true. Soon after, this great 
king lost his senses, and for seven years lived like a beast 
of the field, walking on his hands and feet, and eating 
grass. At the end of that time he humbled himself be- 
fore God, who then made him greater than before. 

8. After Nebuchadnezzar's death his grandson, Bal- 
tas'-sar, came to the throne. He was a wicked prince, and 
one night as he was seated at a great feast, he thought of 
the sacred vessels which had been taken from the Jewish 
Temple, and ordered them to be brought, that he and his 
guests might use them to drink wine out of. • 

9. At the height of the feast a hand was seen writing 
on the wall strange words which no one present could un- 
derstand. Daniel was thought of and sent for, and he 
told the king that the words foretold the destruction of 
his kingdom, and, shortly after, the Persian king took 
Babylon and killed Baltassar. 

10. Da-ri'-us, the Persian king, was as fond of Daniel 
as the oilier king had been, and those about him grew 
jealous of the holy Jew, and got the king to pass a law 
ordering that any who should ask anything of either God 
or man for thirty days, except the king, should be thrown 
into a den of lions. 

11. But Daniel went on just as usual. Three times a 
day he opened his window looking toward Jerusalem, and 
prayed to God. And so his enemies had him thrown into 
the den of lions. But the fierce beasts crouched before 



7. Did it so happen? 8. Who succeeded Nebuchadnezzar? 9. 
What was seen at the height of the feast? 10. Was Darius fond 
of Daniel? 11, Did Daniel obey? 
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the holy man, and when the next morning Darius went to 
the den he found him calm and safe. And so he had him 
taken out and restored to his former place. 

12. The prophet Daniel is memorable for having 
clearly foretold the exact time of the coming of Our Lord. 

13. In the reign of Cy-rus, Darius' successor, the time 
of the Jewish captivity, as foretold by Jeremias, came to 
an end, and the king gave them permission to return to 
Jerusalem. They did so, and rebuilt the Temple, and 
lived in peace with God for many years under the protec- 
tion^ of the Persian kings. 

14. During this period lived Malachias (mal-a-ki-as), 
the last of the prophets of the Old Law. He foretold the 
time when God would reject the sacrifice of the Old Law, 
and institute in its place a new sacrifice which should not 
cease from the rising to the setting of the sun. In the 
Holy Mass this was fulfilled. 

15. Some of the Jews remained in Babylon at the time 
of the return to Jerusalem. Among them wa# Mardo- 
chai (mar-do-kai), who had a beautiful niece named Es'- 
ther. 

16. Esther attracted the notice of the king Assuerus 
(as'-su-e'-rus) who married her, not knowing that she was 
a Jewess. And her uncle used to sit at the gates of the 
palace every morning to hear if all was well with her. 

17. One day Mardochai overheard some men talking 



12. For what is Daniel memorable? 13. What came to an end 
during the reign of Cyrus? 14. What prophet lived during this 
period? 15. Did all the Jews return to Jerusalem? 16. Who 
wedded Esther? 17. What did he overhear one day? 
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and found out that there was a plot on foot to kill the 
king. He went to Queen Esther and told her, and she 
told the king and thus saved his life. 

18. Now the Jews had an enemy named A'man. He 
was the chief man next to the king, and he hated Mardo- 
chai because he was the only man who would not bow the 
knee to him. So he got the king to pass a law that all 
the Jews should be put to death. 

19. Mardochai told Esther she must try to save hei 
people. Now it was a law of the kingdom that any one 
who entered the king's presence without leave should die, 
unless the king touched the person with his sceptre. 

20. Esther was resolved, however, that her people 
should not perish without an effort on her part to save 
them. So she dressed herself in her richest robes and 
sought the king's presence. For a moment he looked at 
her angrily; then when he saw her almost fainting with 
grief and fear, he sprang from his throne, and touching 
her with his golden sceptre, bade her fear nothing, but 
ask what she would. 

21. All she asked, however, was that the King and 
Aman would sup with her the next evening, and then de- 
parted. Now it chanced that when the king went to rest 
that night he could not sleep, so he bade those about him 
read to him an account of all the things that had taken 
place since he had been king. 

22. Then he heard how Mardochai had saved his life by 

18. What enemy had the Jews? 19. What did Mardochai tell 
Esther? 2a Did this fact deter Esther? 21. What d : d she ask! 
22. What did he hear? 
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finding out the plot to kill him, and asked how he had 
been rewarded for it. He was told " not at all." Soon 
after Aman entered his chamber, for in his anger against 
Mardochai he had prepared a high gallows, and wanted to 
get leave from the king to hang Mardochai on it. 

23. But before he could speak, the king asked him what 
ought to be done to the man whom the king wished to 
honor. Now Aman felt sure that it could be only himself 
whom the king wished to honor, so he said that the man 
should be dressed in the king's clothes, mounted on the 
king's horse, and led around the city by the greatest man 
in the country. And the king ordered him to do this to 
Mardochai at once! 

24. After he had done it, Aman came to the queen's 
feast with the king. Then Esther begged the king to 
spare her life and her people's. The king granted this at 
once, and in his anger against Aman for having brought 
him so near to causing the death of his beloved queen and 
her people, he ordered him to be hanged on the gallows 
he had got ready for Mardochai. 



CHAPTER V. 

BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST. 

i. The Jews never again became their own masters. 

# 

23. What did the king ask Aman? 24. Did Aman go to thf 
queen's least? 
1. Did the Jews ever become their own masters again? 
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One strong nation after the other had power over them, 
though they were allowed to do as they liked, and no one 
prevented them from worshipping God in their own way. 

2. But at last the Syrians got power over them, and 
Antiochus (An-ti'-o-kus), the Syrian king, was very cruel 
to them. He pat a great many of them to death, turned 
the Temple of God into the temple of Jupiter, the god 
whom he adored, and tried to make the people break the 
law of God by eating forbidden food. 

3. Very many, sad to say, were afraid, and sinned as 
they were told to do; but very many more refused and 
chose to die, sooner than break God's law. Among these 
was E'1-e-a-zar, one of the first among the doctors of the 
law, and he was put to death. ^ 

4. Antiochus then commanded that a certain widow 
who, with her seven sons called the Machabees (Mak'-a- 
bees), had refused to obey, should be brought before him. 
One after another, these seven youths were put to the 
most Gruel deaths in the presence of their mother, who 
only urged them to be strong and suffer for God, who 
would reward them. Then she was killed and followed 
her brave sons to heaven. 

5. At this time there dwelt in Judea a holy priest 
called Math-a-thf-as, who had five sons. Gathering about 
him a little army of the faithful Jews, he fled to the 
mountains, and from his strongholds there, used to make 
descents on the cities, destroy the idols, and punish the 
apostates. 

2. What did Antiochus do? 3. Did many obey? 4. Who 
were the Machabees? 5. Who opposed Antiochus? 



86 HISTORY OF TEE OLD TESTAMENT. 

6. When the time came for him to die, Mathathiaa 
bade his son Judas who was called Mac-ha-be-us, or the 
Hammerer, on account of his valor, to head the little 
army, and carry on the war. 

7. He obeyed, and proved so able a soldier, that he soon 
took Jerusalem and the Temple from the Syrians. B.C 
at once purified the Temple, and celebrated his victory 
with a great festival. The sounds of harps and lutes 
and cymbals were once more heard in the holy 
place, as hymns of praise and joy were sung by the 
people. 

8. Hearing of the splendid victories of Judas Macha- 
beus, Antiochus, who was in Egypt, at once set out for 
Jerusalem, at the Jiead of his great army. 

9. But this cruel tyrant was now to feel God's ven- 
geance for his crimes. While riding at full speed in his 
war-chariot, he was flung to the ground, and was so hurt 
that he had to be carried on a litter. 

10. Then his flesh began to decay on his bones ; his 
body swarmed with worms; he grew so foul to sight 
and smell that his bearers refused to carry him, and this 
once great king soon died in a strange land, an object of 
horror to all. 

11. After the death of this great enemy, Judas Macha- 
beus was troubled by the Greeks, who hated him for his 
religion and his victories. But instead of trusting to 
God alone to help him against his enemies, Judas sought 

6. Whom did Mathathias appoint in his place? 7. Did he obey? 
8. What did Antiochus do? 9. What was he now to feel? 1Q 
Continue. 11. What people troubled the Jews after his death? 
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% 
the protection of the Eomans, who had now become the 
most powerful people in the world. 

12. The Romans entered into an alliance with the 
Jews and wrote them a friendly letter graven on tables of 
brass. Thus began the connection with Rome, which 
ended in the crucifixion of Christ by a Roman officer, 
and the total destruction of the holy city and the Jewish 
nation. 

13. After the death of Judas, his brothers Jonathan 
and Simon governed in succession. Under Simon, the 
Jews enjoyed peace and prosperity, but afterwards they fell 
into sin, and though they still pretended to worship the 
true God with their lips, their hearts were far from 
Him. 

14. At last Herod managed to seize the Jewish crown, 
and held it as a vassal of Rome. Herod was not a Jew, 
but an Id-u-me'-an, that is, a descendant of Esau. Thus 
the prophecy was fulfilled, and the sceptre passed away 
from Juda. 

15. The whole world was now sunk in idolatry, with 
the exception of the Jews, and they were almost as cor- 
rupted as the pagan nations. 

16. The promises made by God to Abraham had been 
fulfilled; the time foretold by Daniel had gone by; and 
all things indicated that the time was now at hand for 
the birth of Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the World. 

12. Did the Romans accept? 13. Who succeeded Judas? 14. 
Who managed at last to secure the Jewish crown? 15. What of 
the world at this time? 16. Had the time come for the Redeemer! 



PART SECOND. 



HISTORY OF THE NEW TES- 
TAMENT. 

I.— BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 
CHKIST. 

CHAPTER I. 

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST — BIRTH OF CHRIST. 

Naz'areth. A town of Galilee, Bethle-hem. A small village 

the most northerly country of Jude'a, the most southerly 

of the Holy Land. The country of the Holy Land, 

house in which the Blessed It is five and a-half miles 

Virgin dwelt is now at Lo- southwest of Jerusalem. A 

reto in Italy whither it was beautiful church now en- 

miraculously transported. closes the stable where Our 

Lord was born. 

1. During the reign of Herod, there dwelt in a small 
mountain village of Judea, a holy priest named Zach- 
a-ry, and his wife, Elizabeth. In the midst of the bad- 
ness which prevailed among the Jews, this couple led a 
holy life. They were childless, however, and this was a 
great trial to them. 

2. But one day when Zachary was in the Temple 
at Jerusalem, performing his sacred duties, an angel 

1. Who lived in Judea during the reign of Herod? 2, What 
happened to Zachary in the Temple? 
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appeared to him, and told him that his wife should have 
a son, who was to be called John, and who would be 
filled with the Holy Ghost from his birth. 

3. Zachary and his wife were both so old that they had 
given up all hope of such a blessing. Zachary therefore 
expressed a doubt of how this could be. 

4. Then the angel told him that he was Gabriel, and 
had been sent to him with this message by God ; and 
that in punishment of his doubt, he should remain dumb 
until the child was born. 

5. Six months later, the Angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a city of Galilee called Naz'-a-reth, to a maiden 
who, though poor in this world's goods, was rich in 
virtue. 

6. Her name was Mary, and she was espoused to a 
man named Joseph, who, although but a poor carpenter, 
was like Mary, descended from the royal house of 
David. 

7. While in her chamber alone at prayer, Mary beheld 
the Angel Gabriel, who said " Hail, full of grace ; the 
Lord is with thee, blessed art thou amongst women." 

8. The humble virgin was troubled at these strange 
words, but Gabriel bade her fear not, and told her that 
God had chosen her to be the mother of the Eedeemer. 

9. But Mary, who held her virginity above all price, 
was still troubled, and asked how this could be, seeing 

3. Did Zachary believe the angel? 4. What did the angel tell 
him in reply? 5. To whom was Gabriel sent six months later? 
6. What was her name? 7. When did the angel appear to her? 
8. Was she troubled? 0. How did Mary receive his message? 
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that she was a virgin. The angel answered, " The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Most High shall overshadow thee. And the Holy One 
that shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of 
God." 

10. Then Mary answered, " Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord ; be it done unto me according to thy word/" And 
the angel disappeared. 

11. Gabriel had told the Blessed Virgin that her 
cousin Elizabeth, the wife of Zachary, was about to have 
a son, so Mary now hastened to visit and congratulate her 
on the great blessing which God had sent her. 

12. When Mary entered Elizabeth's house, the latter 
saluted her as follows, "Blessed art thou amongst women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb! And whence is 
this to me that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me?" 

13. Mary answered in the words of that beautiful can 
icle called the Mag-nif-i-cat, which is used in the Vespe 
Service of the church and begins, " My soul hath magni- 
fied the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God, m> 
Saviour." 

14. Mary remained with Elizabeth three months, and 
then returned home. In due time Elizabeth bore a son, 
and declared that his name should be John. Those 
about her said that none of her family had borne that 
name, and tried to dissuade her from giving it. 

■ ■ m m ■ 

10. What did Mary answer? 11. Whom did Mary go to see? 
12. How did Elizabeth salute Mary? 13. How did Mary answev? 
14. How long did Mary remain with Elizabeth? 
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15. But Elizabeth would not yield to them. Then 
they turned to the father, and asked what name he 
wished the child to bear. Zacnary wrote on a writing- 
tablet, "John is his name." 

16. At the same moment, to the wonder of al2 present, 
Zaehary recovered his speech, and told that his son's 
mission on earth was to prepare the people for the 
liord. 

17. When it drew near the time for Our Lord's birth, 
the Roman Emperor Augustus, to whom Judea was 
subject, ordered that all the people of the nations over 
whom he ruled, should be enrolled, in order that he 
might know the number of the people in his empire. 

18. That this might be the more easily done in Judea, 
every family was commanded to repair to the tribe and 
city to which they belonged. Joseph and Mary there- 
fore went to Bethlehem, the city of David. 

19. When they arrived there, however, weary with 
their long journey, they found the inns all full, and 
were unable to find any shelter, save a poor stable, near 
the gate of the city. And here it was, that at midnight 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was born into the wdrld. 
And the virgin mother wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in the manger. 

16. Did Elizabeth yield? 16. What miracle now took place? 
17. What did the Emperor Augustus command when it drew near 
the time for Our Lord's birth? 18. What was ordered that thia 
might be done the more easily? 19 Continue. 
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CHAPTER II. 
OUB lord's infancy and childhood. 

Frank-in-cense. A substance of a shrub which grows in 

yielded by certain trees of some parts of Asia. It is of 

Asia. It has a very pleasant a pale yellow color, pleasant 

smell. to smell, but bitter to the 

Myrrh (mer). The clear juice taste. 

1. On that great night, some shepherds chanced to be 
watching their flocks in the neighborhood of Bethlehem. 
Suddenly they saw a bright light, and an angel of God 
stood before them and spoke as follows: 

2. "Fear not, for this night is born to you a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. And this 
shall be a sign to you; you shall find the Infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger." 

3. When the angel left them, they heard a great multi- 
tude of the heavenly host singing, " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good will." Then 
they arose and went to Bethlehem, and having found the 
stable, and all within it, as the angel had said, adored 
the Holy Child. 

4. On the eighth day after Our Lord's birth, He was 
circumcised, and received the name of Jesus, as the 
angel had commanded. The church honors this event in 

1. Who were watching near Bethlehem the night of Our Lord's 
birth? 2. Relate what the angels said. 3. What did the shep- 
herds hear after the angel left them? 4. What took place eight 
days after Our Lord's birth? 
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the life of Our Lord, on the first day of January, the 
Feast of the Circumcision. 

5. Forty days after Our Lord's birth, Mary, in obedi- 
ence to the law, carried Him to Jerusalem, and presented 
Him in the Temple. There was at that time dwelling in 
the Temple, a holy old man, named Sim-e-on, to whom 
God had given a promise that he should see the Redeemer. 
And when he saw the Holy Child he cried out, "Now, 
Lord, dismiss thy servant in peace, for my eyes have seen 
Thy Salvation." 

6. Simeon then blessed Mary and Joseph, and said to 
Mary, " Behold this Child is set for the fall and for the 
resurrection of many in Israel; and thy own soul a sword 
shall pierce/' 

7. Anna, a holy woman who passed her life in the 
Temple in fasting and prayer, also recognized the Child 
as the promised Redeemer. This event in the life of our 
Lord is honored by the church on the second day of Feb- 
ruary — the Feast of the Presentation. 

8. Mary and Joseph then returned to Bethlehem with 
the Holy Child. There they were found by three wise 
men from the East, who had been led to seek Christ by a 
wonderfully bright star in the heavens. 

9. When they reached Jerusalem, they asked eagerly 
for the Mes-si-as. But no one knew of the wonderful 
event of His Birth. At last the fact that three strangers 



5. What took place forty days later? 6. What did Simeon say 
to Mary? 7. Who else recognized the Redeemer? 8. Where did 
Mary and Joseph then go? 0. What did the wise men ask wher 
they reached Jerusalem? 
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from distant lands were asking where the Eedeemer was, 
in order that they might adore Him, reached the ears oi 
King Herod. 

10. Now Herod, who was a foreigner and a pagan, 
was always in terror lest some Jew should arise and be- 
come a leader of his people, throw off the yoke of Rome, 
and put a Jewish King on the throne. He knew that 
the Jews looked for the coming of a Redeemer, and not 
understanding that Christ's Kingdom was to be spiritual, 
and embrace the whole world, feared lest He would drive 
him from his throne, and re-establish the great earthly 
kingdom of the Jews. 

11. So he called the wise men of the Jewish people to- 
gether, and asked where the Redeemer was to be born. 
They answered, in Bethlehem. Herod, therefore, told 
the three Ma-gi, or Wise Men, to seek Christ in that city, 
and, if they found Him, to let him know, so that he too 
might go and adore Him. 

12. The Magi at once set off, and after they had left Jeru- 
salem, the star which they had lost sight of when they 
entered that city, reappeared, led them to Bethlehem, 
and paused over the place where the child was. 

13. Falling down before the Holy Child, they adored 
Him, and offered Him precious gifts of gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh. The gold marked His Royalty; the 
frankincense His Divinity; and the myrrh, His Humanity. 

14. This adoration of Our Lord by the Wise Men is 

10. Of what was Herod in terror? 11. What did Herod do? 
12. Did the Magi go to Bethlehem? 13. Continue. 14. When 
floes the church honor this? 
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honored in the church on the sixth day of January. It 
is called the Festival of the Epiphany or Showing; be- 
cause on that day Our Lord showed Himself to the Gen- 
tiles, as all people, who were not Jews, were called. 

15. They would then have returned to Jerusalem, to 
tell Herod that they had found the Child, but being 
warned in a dream that Herod only wished to know in 
order to kill Him, they went back to their homes by a 
different way. 

16. When they did not return, Herod grew wild with 
rage and fear, and gave orders that all the male children 
in Bethlehem, under two years of age, should be slain. 

17. But before his soldiers had time to do this, an 
angel appeared to Joseph, and bade him arise and take 
the Child and his mother into Egypt, and stay there 
until the will of God should be further revealed to Him. 

18. Scarcely had they departed when the cruel king's 
awful command was carried out, and through the city of 
Bethlehem, the dying cries of the little ones mingled 
with the shrieks of the poor mothers. These young mar- 
tyrs are called the Holy Innocents. God, however, soon 
punished Herod; he was stricken with a horrible disease, 
and died in awful torments. 

19. As soon as he was dead, Joseph was directed by 
God to bring Mary and the Child back to the Holy Land. 
They dwelt in Nazareth, and in that humble home Jesus 
grew in wisdom and in grace before God and man. 

15. Did the Magi return to Herod? 16. What did Herod do in 
his rage? 17. How did God save the Holy Child? 18. Was Her. 
od's order carried out? 19* What was Joseph told to do? 
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20. Every year, according to the Jewish custom, Mary 
and Joseph went up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast 
of the Passover. When Jesus was twelve years of age 
they took Him with them, but when the festival was 
over, and they were returning, they missed Him. 

21. At first they thought that he was with some of 
their relatives and friends, and went on a whole day's 
journey without Him. But when evening came, and 
they heard no tidings of the Child, they returned to Jeru 
salem. 

22. Here for three days they sought Him through the 
city. But vainly, for no one could give any news of 
Him. At last on the third day, they went to the Tem- 
ple, and there they found Him, sitting among the Doc- 
tors of the Law, arguing with them, and astonishing 
them by His wisdom. 

23. Deep was the joy of Mary and Joseph on seeing 
Him again. But Mary could not forget her sorrow at 
losing Him, and gently reproved him, saying, " Son, why 
hast thou done so to us? Behold, thy Father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing. " 

24. But Jesus answered, "Why sought you me? 
Know you not that I must be about my Father's busi- 
ness?" Then he rose up and went back with Mary and 
Joseph to Nazareth, and lived subject to them. And 
this is all that we know of Our Lord's life until he 
reached his thirtieth year. 

20. What did Mary and Joseph do every year? 21. Did thej 
become at once anxious? 22. Where did they seek Him? 23. 
Describe their meeting. 24. What did Jesus answer? 



II— CHRIST FULFILLS HIS MISSION. 

CHAPTER L 

JOHN THE BAPTIST, THE PRECURSOR OF CHRIST. 

Sad'du-oees. A sect which Fhar-i-sees. Another sect 
had sprung up among th e among the Jews, who ob. 
Jews, and denied certain re- served to the letter the rites 
vealed truths. and ceremonies of religion, 

but had lost its spirit. 

1. Thirty years had gone by since the night in which 
the watching shepherds on the Judean hills had heard 
the songs of the heavenly choir, and hastened to adore 
their Redeemer. They were now dead along with most of 
those who had known of His birth. 

2. Thus Zachary and Elizabeth/ and holy Simeon and 
Anna, and even St. Joseph had passed away. Gone, too, 
were the people who had seen or heard of the three Magi, 
who, guided by a star, had come from distant lands with 
rich gifts to seek the Eedeemer. 

3. The hopes which had been stirred in many hearts by 
the hearing of these strange things, had faded as time 
went on and Christ gave no sign of His presence among 

1. Relate some of the changes which had taken place since Our 
Lord's birth? 2. Who else had passed away? 3. Did the hope 
which these things aroused still survive? 
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men. The great proud, pagan world was sunk in the 
deepest wickedness; and the Jewish nation had turned 
further and further from God. 

4. They were no longer one in faith, but were Split into 
many religious sects. They still cherished the hope of a 
Redeemer, but a Redeemer who should deliver them from 
the yoke of Rome, and establish a glorious kingdom like 
David's of old. For the very shadow of freedom was de- 
parted from Judea; it was now a Roman province ruled by 
a Roman governor. 

5. Thus we see that after the long ages during which 
God had prepared His chosen people for His coming, they 
were still unready when He at last came. Therefore, 
God sent John, the son of Zachary, to prepare the way 
for Him. For this reason John is called the Precursor of 
Christ — that is, one who goes before. 

6. From his early youth John had dwelt in a savage 
and uncultivated part of Judea, called the Wilderness. 
Here, clothed in camel's skin and living on locusts and 
wild honey, he had passed his life in prayer and penance. 

7. At the word of God, this holy man left his solitude 
and went into the country about the Jordan, where he be- 
gan to preach and call on the people to do penance, tell- 
ing them that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. 

8. The burning words of the great saint drew great 
numbers to hear him. From out of the cities and vil- 
lages and towns they flocked, and in obedience to his 

4. Describe the condition of the Jews. 5. What do we see by 
this? 6. How had John passed his life? 7. Did he obey? 8. Did 
-smiiy hearken to him? 
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warning voice, confessed their sins and were baptized by 
him in the waters of the Jordan, St. John is for this 
reason called the Baptist or Baptize!*. 

9. At last some of the Pharisees and Sadducees came 
out to hear the holy preacher. But to them John said 
sternly, " Generation of vipers, who hath shown you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth fruits worthy 
of penance, and do not begin to say, We have Abraham 
for our father, for I say to you that God is able to raise 
of these very stones children for Abraham. " 

10. The saint thus rebuked them because these proud 
sects believed, and led the rest of the Jews to believe, that 
their descent from Abraham made them as God's chosen 
people, safe in this world and in the next; that God could 
not otherwise keep His promises to Abraham. The idea 
that penance and humiliation were needed never occurred 
to them. 

11. The time was now come for Our Lord to begin His 
mission. We can imagine the sorrow that pierced His 
Blessed Mother's heart when He said farewell to her, and 
leaving the humble home which had sheltered Him for 
thirty years, began His journey southward through the 
Holy Land to the Jordan. 

12. We do not know whether Our Lord came alone or 
not. The fame of John's preaching had no doubt reached 
as far as distant Nazareth, and some may have accom- 
panied Him southward to hear the great prophet, but we 

9. Who at last came out to hear him? 10. Why did he thus 
rebuke them? 11. What time was now come? 12. Was Our Lord 
alone? 
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know from the Gospel that Our Lord mingled with the 
throng, and presented Himself unannounced to the Bap- 
tist. 

13. The saint, however, at once recognized His Re- 
deemer, and he cried out, " It is I who ought to be bap- 
tized by Thee, and comest Thou to me?" But Jesus 
answered, " Suffer it now, for so it becometh us to fulfill 
all justice." 

14. John, therefore, baptized Our Lord. At the same 
time the heavens opened; the Holy Ghost descended upon 
Our Lord's head in the form of a dove, and a Voice was 
heard saying, " Thou art My Beloved Son; in Thee I am 
well pleased." 

15. After this Our Lord was led by the Holy Spirit into 
the most savage part of the Wilderness of Judea, and there 
passed forty days and forty nights in fasting and prayer. 

16. After this time had gone by, Our Lord was hungry. 
Then Satan came and tempted Him, saying, ' ' If Thou 
art the Son of God, command that these stones be made 
bread. But Jesus answered, "It is written that not by 
bread alone doth man live, but by every word that cometh 
from the mouth of God." 

17. Then Satan, who was bent upon knowing whether 
or not Jesus was the Messias, led Him unto a very high 
mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and said to Him, "All these will I give Thee, if Thou 
wilt fall down and adore me." But Jesus said, "Begone, 

13. Did John know Christ? 14. Did John baptize Our Lord? 
15. Where did Our Lord go after His Baptism? 16. Relate the 
first temptation of Our Lord. 17. The second? 



THE FIRST D18C1PLE8. 101 

Satan! for it is written, < The Lord thy God shalt thou 
adore, and Him only shalt thou serve.* " 

18. Baffled a second time, Satan made a third attempt. 
He transported Our Lord through the air, and placed Him 
on a pinnacle of the Temple. Then he said to Him, " If 
Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down, for it is 
written that He has given His angels charge over Thee 
and in their hands shall they bear Thee, lest, perhaps, 
Thou dash Thy foot against a stone. " 

19. But Our Lord answered, It is written, " Thou shalt 
not tempt The Lord thy God." For any one to have 
committed so rash an act, trusting to God to save him, 
would be indeed a great sin; and Our Lord's calm reply 
left Satan as ignorant as he was before. So he fled away 
and angels came and ministered to Jesus. 

20. Our Lord's temptations are our consolation, our 
strength, and our example. Our consolation, because 
they comfort us under like trials; our strength, because 
He has won for us all, all the grace needed for us to tri- 
umph; and our example, because He teaches how calmly 
we should resist temptation, resting on our faith, and 
t* usting in God. 

CHAPTEE II. 

THE FIRST DISCIPLES. 

1. During the absence of Our Lord in the Wilderness, 

18. Did Satan try again? 19. Relate Our lord's answer. 20 
What are Our Lord's temptation for us? 
1. Did John continue to preach? 
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John continued to preach to the same great throngs. At 
last the Sanhedrin, or Great Council of the Jews, which 
had charge of all religious matters, sent to him to find 
out .whether or not he assumed to be the Messias. 

2. John answered them that he was but the Voice of 
one crying in the Wilderness; but, he said, " there hath 
stood One in the midst of you Whom ye know not; the 
latchet of whose shoe, I am not worthy to loose." 

3. On the next day, Our Lord, having returned from 
the Wilderness, approached the place where John was 
preaching. When John saw Him coming, he cried out, 
"Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him that taketh 
away the sins of the world." 

4. The following day when John was standing with 
two of his disciples, he saw Jesus passing by and cried 
out again, "Behold the Lamb of God!" And his two 
disciples, Andrew and John, who afterwards became the 
Evangelist, left St. John the Baptist and became the first 
disciples of Our Lord. 

5. Andrew at once sought his brother Simon and told 
him he had found the Messias. Simon returned with 
him to Our Lord, who, when he saw him, said, "Thou 
art Simon, the son of Jo'na, but henceforth thou shalt 
be called Ce'phas," that is Peter, which means a rock. 

6. The next to become a disciple of Our Lord was 
Philip. He then went to his friend Nathanael and said 



2. What did John answer? 3. What further witness did St. 
John bear to Christ's divinity? 4. What did John declare on the 
following day? 5. Whom did Andrew then bring? 6. Who next 
became a disciple of Our Lord? 
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to him, "Whom Moses wrote of in the law, and the 
prophets spoke of, we have found; Jesus, the son of 
Joseph of Nazareth! " ■ 

7. Now Nathanael was a native of Ca'na, a town not 
far from Nazareth. These two little towns were jealous 
of each other, so Nathanael replied to Philip, " Can any 
good come out of Nazareth ?" Philip answered, "Come 
and see." 

8. So Nathanael went with Philip to Our Lord, who 
when he saw Nathanael approaching, said of him, " Be- 
hold an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile! " 
Nathanael in surprise said to Him, " How knowest Thou 
me?" Our Lord answered, "Before Philip called thee, 
whilst thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee." Then 
Nathanael believed also. 

9. Attended by this little band of disciples, Our Lord 
journeyed back northward to Galilee, and rejoined his 
Blessed mother at Cana, where she was awaiting Him. 

10. Here He accepted an invitation to a marriage-feast. 
It is thought by the sacred writers that it was at a rela- 
tive's of Our Blessed Mother, because, while it was going 
on,, she came, to him and told Him that the wine had 
given out. 

11. Our Lord answered that His hour was not yet come. 
But Mary, knowing that He would reward her confi- 
dence in Him, told the servants to do exactly as He bade 
them. 

7. What did Nathanael answer? 8. Did he go to Our Lord? 
9. Whither did Jesus now go? 10. What did He do in Cana? 
11. What did Our Lord answer ? 



104 HISTOB4T OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

12. Now there were in tlie room six large stone water 
jars which held the store of water which the Jews used in 
daily life. And soon Our Lord bade the servants fill these 
jars with water, and then told them to draw and carry it 
to the master of the feast. And what they drew proved 
to be wine of the choicest flavor. 

13. From this first miracle wrought by Our Lord, we see 
how great is His Mother's influence with him. By His 
presence at the wedding feast, he raised marriage to the 
rank of a sacrament, and left His blessing and His grace 
on it forever. 

14. Our Lord went from Cana to Ca-phar-na-um, a city 
on the border of the Lake of Gen-nes-ar-eth in Galilee. 
Here He made His home during his earthly ministry. As 
great publie roads passed through it, many strangers were 
to be always found within it, and thus enabled Our Lord 
to preach to them. 

15. The feast of the Pasch was now drawing near, and 
Our Lord went up to Jerusalem to keep it. As the Jews 
had grown cold in their religious spirit, many abuses had 
crept into the Temple. Among them was the establish- 
ment of shops within the sacred building, where the ex- 
change and sale of money was continually carried on. 

16. Bach Jew who came up to Jerusalem to keep the 
Pasck paid a certain sum of money to the Temple. As 
many of them came from heathen countries, and had all 
their money in heathen coin, and as this could not be 

12. What did he tell the servants to do ? 13. What do we see 
by this miracle ? 14. To what city did Our Lord go next ? 15. 
What was now drawing near ? 16. What was one reason of this ? 
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received, they were obliged to change it for the coin of 
Jerusalem. 

17. It was thus amid a scene of traffic and gain that Our 
Lord appeared in the Temple. And He made a whip ot 
small cords, and drove all the buyers and sellers out of 
the holy place. 

18. Some of the Jews grew angry and asked for a sign 
of his right to do such things. Our Lord answe/ed, 
" Destroy this Temple," meaning His own Sacred Body," 
" and in three days, I will build it up." 

19. Amongst those who heard and believed, was Nic-o-de- 
mus, a ruler in Israel. He came to Our Lord by night, 
and asked him what he should do, and Our Lord told him 
that he must be born of water and the Holy Ghost or he 
could not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

20. Jesus then journeyed through Judea, preaching the 
word of Ood, and at last he came to the city of Si -char 
(car) in Sa-ma-ri-a Outside its gates was the well of 
Jacob, and here Our Lord seated himself to rest, while his 
disciples went into the city to buy bread. 

21. And it happened that a woman of Sichar came to 
the well to draw water. Our Lord asked her to give him 
a drink, and told her of the living water, of which those 
who drank would not thirst forever. 

22. The woman asked for this living water, and then 
Our Lord told her of her past life which had been very 



17. Continue. 18. What did the Jews ask for ? 19. Who was 
among those that heard and believed ? 20. Whither did Jesus 
now go ? 21. What happened ? 22, What did the Samaritan 
woman answer ? 
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sinful. He then told her that He was the Messias, and she 
hurried back to the city, and told the people, many of 
whom came out to Our Lord and besought Him to stay 
with them. 

23. Our Lord did remain two days at Sichar, and then 
went on to Nazareth ; his own town. Here He preached 
in the synagogue (sin-a-gog), to prove that He was the 
Messias. But the people grew angry at His claim, and 
would have stoned him to death, but that he passed from 
among them, and went His way. 

24. Our Lord now went to Capharnaum. Here He 
drove the evil one out of a man, and cured the mother-in- 
law of Simon Peter, who was ill of a fever. 

25. The fame of these great miracles spread abroad, 
and from all parts numbers of people hastened to Ca- 
pharnaum to hear the Great Teacher, 

26. One day as He was speaking to a great multitude, 
on the border of the Lake of Gennesareth, He stepped 
into a little boat which was close to the shore, and desired 
Peter to pull it out a little from the land. And from it He 
preached to the people. 

27. After he had finished he told Peter to pull out into 
the lake, and let down his nets for a draught of fishes. 
Peter answered that they had been at work all night, and 
had taken nothing, "but" he added, "at Thy Word, I 
will let down the nets." 



23. Did Our Lord do so ? 24. To what city did Our Lord go 
next ? 25. What was the consequence ? 26. From where did he 
teach the people ? 27. What did He tell Peter to do ? 
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28. And when he and his companions had done so, they 
took so vast a number of fish that the nets were in danger 
of breaking, and they had to call to James and John to 
come and help them. 

29. Filled with remorse for his want of faith, Peter fell 
at the feet of Our Lord and said, " Depart from me, 
Iiord, for I am a sinful man." But Our Lord replied, 
€t Fear not, from henceforth thou shall catch men." And 
bringing their barks to the shore, they left all things, and 
followed Jesus. 

30. Soon after this, while Our Lord was in a house in 
Capharnaum, four men brought to Him a man sick of the 
palsy. But when they got to the house, they found it 
impossible to get into it by the usual way, so they carried 
the sick man to the roof, and let him down from thence 
in his bed into the presence of Our Lord. 

31. Our Lord was moved at their great faith, and He 
said to the sick man, "Son, thy sins are forgiven thee." 
Some of the Scribes and Pharisees who were present, said 
in their hearts, " He blasphemes. Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?" 

32. But Our Lord read their thoughts and answered, 
" Which is easier to say, "Thy sins are forgiven thee, or 
to say, " Arise, take up thy bed, and go into thy house ? 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on 
earth to forgive sins, " I say to thee," He said to the sick 
man, "Arise, take up thy bed, and go into thy house." 

28. What miracle took place ? 29. What did Peter do ? 30. 
What occurred soon after ? 31. Was Our Lord moved? 32. Did 
Our Lord reply? 
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33. At once the man rose. And the people full of 
wonder, gave glory to God. 



CHAPTER III. 

CALLING OP THE TWELVE APOSTLES — THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT. 

1. After this, Our Lord retired to the hill country 
near by, and after a night of silence and prayer, selected 
the Twelve Apostles from among his disciples. 

2. They were as follows: Simon, called Peter, Andrew, 
his brother, James, the son of Zeb'-e-dee, and John, his 
brother; Philip, Bar-thol'-o-mew, Thomas, Matthew the 
pub'-li-can, James, the son of Al'-phe-us, Thad-de-us, 
another Simon, and Judas who betrayed Him. 

3. After this great choice had been made, Our Lord 
preached what is known as the Sermon on the Mount, 
which was as follows. 

4. 1. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess 
the land. 

3. Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 



33. Did He obey? 

1. What important event took place soon after? 2. Who were 
they? 3. What did He do after it? 4. Repeat the first Beatitude. 
The second. Third. Fourth. Fifth. Sixth. Seventh. Eighth. 
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2. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after 
justice, for they shall be filled. 

5. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy, 

6. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they thall 
see God. 

7. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall b* 
called the children of God. 

8. Blessed are they who suffer persecution for ju* 
• tice's sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

5. He also taught the people that it is not in outward 
acts alone, that true religion dwells. If the heart is not 
pure, these are useless. 

6. Coming down from the mountain, Our Lord met a 
leper and cured him in response to his prayer. Then 
returning to Capharnaum, he yielded to the humble 
prayer of a Roman officer, and cured his servant. 

7. Some time after, He came to the city of Na-im. As 
He entered its gates, He met a funeral procession, going 
to the grave with the only son of a widow. 

8. On seeing her grief, the heart of Jesus was moved, 
and he said to her, " Weep not." Then drawing near to 
the bier, He said to the dead youth, " Young man, I say 
to thee, arise," and the young man arose, and Our Lord 
gave him to his mother. 

9. About this time a Pharisee named Uimon invited 
Our Lord to a feast. And while they were at table, a 

5. What did Our Lord also teach the people? 6. Whom did He 
meet? 7. What city did He go to soon after? C. Was Our Lord 
moved? 9. Who invited Our Lord to a feast? 
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sinful woman named Mary Magdalen came in, bearing an 
alabaster box filled with precious ointment. 

10. Casting herself at the feet of Jesus, she bathed his 
feet with tears, and wiped them with the hair of her 
head, and then anointed them with the precious oint- 
ment. 

11. And the Pharisee, who knew her, said in his own 
mind, " This man, if He were a prophet, would know 
surely that this woman who touches him is a sin- 
ner." 

12. But Our Lord revealed to Simon that he read his 
thoughts, and told him that much was forgiven to Mary 
Magdalen because her love for Him was so great. Then 
turning to her, he said, " Thy sins are forgiven thee, go 
in peace." 

13. The Feast of the Passover being again at hand, 
Our Lord went up to Jerusalem, with his disciples, to 
keep it. And there he cured a man who had been 
infirm for thirty-eight years. 

14. After the Feast was over, Our Lord returned to Gal 
ilee. And there He continued to preach to the people 
the necessity of penance, the contempt of riches, the 
forgiveness of injuries, and self-denial. 

15. To bring home these things to their minds, He 
made use of par'-a-bles or stories, such as that of the 
Prodigal Son, the Unjust Stev/ard, Di-ves and Laz-a-rus, 

10. What did she do? 11. What did the Pharisee say to him- 
self? 12. What did Our Lord say to Simon? 13. What was now 
at hand? 14. Where did Our Lord go afterwards? 15. What did 
ge make use of? 
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the Good Sa-mar-i-tan, the Good Shepherd, and th« 
Phar-i-see, and the Pub-li-can. 

16. The story gf the Prodigal Son, teaches the folly of 
the sinner who wanders away from God, and the goodness 
of God who is ever willing to receive him on his return. 

17. The story of the Unjust Steward teaches us to 
make friends with the mammon of iniquity; that is with 
the wealth of this world, if we possess it, hy devoting it 
to good works. 

18. The story of Dives and Lazarus, teaches us the 
dreadful punishment that awaits those who close their 
hearts against the poor; while from that of the Good 
Samaritan, we learn that we are to regard all mankind as 
our brethren. 

19. In like manner, we learn from the story of the 
Good Shepherd, the tender love and care which He has 
for our souls ; while from that of the Pharisee and the 
Publican, we see how he loves the humble soul, and turns 
from the proud. 

20. About this time, a ruler of , the synagogue named 
Ja'-i-rus, came to Our Lord and besought Him to restore 
his daughter to life. Our Lord went with him to his 
house, and taking the hand of the dead maiden, bade her 
arise. And she did so, and the fame of this great miracle? 
spread through all the country. 



16. What does the story of the Prodigal Son teach? 17. Of the 
Unjust Steward? 18. Of Dives and Lazarus? 19. What do we 
learn from the stories of the Good Shepherd, and the Pharisee 
and the Publican? 20. What great miracle did Our Lord per 
form about this time? 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OUR LORD'S PUBLIC LIFE — COlrtlNUED. 

L Our Lord now gave His Apostles permission to begin 
their work, and sent them, two and two, to preach the 
Kingdom of God. And then He gave them power to cast 
out devils, to heal the sick, and to cleanse lepers. 

2. About this time, John the Baptist who had been for 
some time in prison, was put to death by Herod, at the 
request of his wife He-ro-di-as. 

3. The Baptist had denounced her marriage with Herod 
because he was her brother-in-law, and she had made up 
her mind that the holy man should die.* 

4. On the occasion of a great feast therefore, she made 
her daughter come in and dance before Herod. And so 
much was Herod pleased that he told the maiden to ask 
of him what she would, and she should have it, though 
it were half of his kingdom. 

5. The maiden, who had been told by her mother what 
to say, asked for the head of 'John the Baptist. The king 
was filled with regret, but as he had sworn, he kept his 
word, and the head of John the Baptist was brought to 
her in a dish and she gave it to her mother. 

6. The Apostles now returned from their work of 
preaching, and Our Lord sailed across the Sea of Galilee 

1. What did Our Lord now do? 2. Who was put to death at 
this time? 3. Why? 4. How did she do it ? 5. What did the 
maiden say? 6. Where did Our Lord now go with the apostles to 
rest? 
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to rest a little while with them in the desert place be- 
yond. 

7. But the people hastened thither before Him, and 
when He left the ship, He found them there in great 
throngs. And moved with pity, He took no rest, but 
taught them as before of the Kingdom of God. 

8. Thus the day went by, and towards evening, the 
Apostles came to Him and begged Him to send the people 
away so that they might find something to eat in the 
neighboring villages, for they had been fasting all day. 

9. But Our Lord answered " They need not go ; give 
them to eat." But they said they had only a very little 
food, and the throng of people was very great. 

10. Our Lord asked them how many loaves of bread 
they had, and they told him two. Then they found a boy 
with five barley loaves, and two fishes, but this was all they 
could get. 

11. Then Our Lord made the people, five thousand in 
number, sit down on the grass, and having blessed the lit- 
tle store of food, set it before them. And after all had 
eaten, there was enough left to fill twelve baskets. 

12. At this great miracle, the people cried out that he 
was a Prophet, and would have made him king, but He 
fled from them into the mountain. 

13. The Apostles then sailed back to Capharnaum. But 
on the lake, a great storm came on, and they were filled 

7. Did the people follow him? 8. What happened towards even- 
ing? 9. What did Our Lord answer? 10. What did Our Lord 
ask them? 11. What did Our Lord then make the people do? 12. 
What did the people cry out? 13. Where did the apostles go? 
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with fear. But all at once they saw Jesus coming 
towards them on the water. 

14. At first they cried out, "It is a ghost." But He 
spoke to them and said, " Be of good heart; fear not; it is 
I." And Peter said, " Lord, if it is thou, bid me come to 
Thee upon the waters. " 

15. Our Lord replied, "Come." And Peter leaving 
the boat went towards him on the waters, but all at once 
grew afraid, and began to sink. " Lord, save me," he 
cried out. And Our Lord, taking him by the hand, 
said to him, "0 thou of little faith, why dost thou 
fear?" 

16. Then He and Peter went into the boat, and the 
Storm ceased. And the apostles falling down adored Him 
saying, "Indeed Thou art the Son of God." 

17. The next day when the people sought Our Lord 
again, He told them that He was the Living Bread which 
those who ate of, should live forever. But the Jews cried 
out "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 

18. Our Lord, however, repeated His words, "Amen, 
Amen, I say to you, unless you eat my flesh, and drink 
my blood, you can not have life in you. For my flesh 
is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." . 

19. Many of his disciples declared that it was too hard 
a thing to believe, and left Him. And then He asked 
His Apostles, "Will you also go away?" But Peter an- 

14. What did they say when they saw him? 15. What did Our 
Lord reply? 16. Did they go back into the boat? 17. What did 
Our Lord tell the people the next day? 18. Did Our Lord repeat 
His words? 19. What happened in consequence? 
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ewered " Lord, to whom shall we go, but to Thee? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life." 

20. Not long after this, Our Lord asked His Apostles 
who men thought he was? They replied that some 
said He was John the Baptist; some, Elias; and others 
Jeremias, or some other one of the former prophets. 

21. Then He asked them who they thought He was, and 
Peter answered, " Thou art Christ, the Son of the Living 
God." Our Lord answered, "Blessed art thou Simon 
Bar-Jona, because flesh and blood have not revealed this 
to thee, but my Father who is in heaven. 

22. " And I say to you, that thou art Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. I will give to thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

23. Eight days after this, He took with Him Peter and 
James and John, and went up to a mountain called Tha- 
bor (ta-bor) to pray. And His face shone as the sun, and 
His garments became white as snow. And Moses and 
Elias came to Him, and spoke with Him of His coming 
Passion. 

24. When the three apostles saw Christ thus trans- 
figured, they were filled with fear and joy. And Peter 
cried out, " Lord, it is good for us to be here ; if Thou 
wilt, let us make three tabernacles, one for Thee, one for 
Moses, and one for Elias. " 



20. What did he ask his apostles? 21. What did he then ask 
them? 22. Continue. 23. What occurred eight days after this? 
24. What did the Apostles do when they saw Our Lord thu* 
transfigured? 
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25. But while Peter spoke, a bright cloud overshad- 
owed them, and a Voice said, " This is my Beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye Him." And the 
.aree apostles grew very much afraid and fell on their 
*t*ces; but Jesus, coming to them, touched them and 
said, " Arise and fear not." 

V.,6. About this time, some pious mothers brought their 
little children to Jesus that He might bless them. And 
He did so, placing His hands on their heads. And then 
He said to those about Him, " Unless you become as littk 
children, you cannot enter into the Kingdom of heaven/ 

27. Our Lord now went up to Jerusalem again. And 
He taught the people in the Temple. And one day thi 
Scribes and Pharisees asked Him, " Why dost thou keej 
our souls in suspense? If Thou be the Christ, tell m 
plainly. 

28. Our Lord answered, " I have spoken to you, but 
you believe me not. The works which I do in the 
name of my Father, bear testimony of me. I and the 
Father are one." 

29. When they heard this, they took up stones to stone 
Him, but He passed away from them and went beyond 
the Jordan. And there many gathered about Him, and 
believed in Him. 

30. And while there, word was brought to Him that 



26. What happened? 26. Tell what Our Lord said when the 
little children were brought to Him? 27. What did the Scribes 
and Pharisees say to Our Lord? 28. What did Our Lord answer? 
29. What did the Jews do? 30, What word was brought to Our 
Lord here? 
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Laz-a-rus, of Be-tha-ni-a, whom He loved very much, was 
dead. So He set out for Bethania at ouce with His 
disciples. 

31. And when He drew near that town, He was met 
by Martha, the sister of Lazarus, who said to Him, Lord, 
if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But 
Our Lord answered, "Thy brother shall rise again. " 

32. Then He bade them lead the way to the grave. 
And when they had reached it, Our Lord after praying, 
cried out, "Lazarus, come forth. " And the dead man 
arose. And all the people feared, and many believed in 
Christ, 



CHAPTER V. 

CLOSE OF OUR LORD'S PUBLIC LIFE. 

1. The time when Our Lord was about to give the last 
proof of his love for us, by shedding his blood for our 
salvation, now drew near, and He went up to Jerusalem 
once more with His disciples. 

2. On the way, He restored the sight of a blind man. 
and also cured ten lepers, who begged Him to have mercv 
on them. Ho bade them go and show themselves to t^e 
priests, and as they went they were made clean. 

3. Only one, however, came back to thank Him, and 
Our Lord said to him. "Were not ten made clean; 

31. By whom was he met? 32. What did He do? 
1. What time now drew near? 2. What did He do on the way? 
3. Did the ten return to thank Him? 
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where are the nine? " From this we see that God expects 
us to thank Him for all His gifts and graces. 

4. At length Our Lord reached Bethany. Here 
Simon the leper made a feast for Him. And while they 
were at table, Mary, the sister of Lazarus, anointed the 
feet of Jesus with precious ointment of splke'-nard, and 
wiped them with her hair. 

5. And when Judas, His apostle, who was later to 
betray Him, saw this, he murmured and said, "Why 
not sell this ointment for three hundred pence, and give 
the price to the poor? 

6. But Our Lord answered, " Trouble not this woman, 
for she has done a good work upon me. In pouring this 
ointment she hath done it for my burial. 

7* The poor you haye always with you, but me you have 
not always. Amen I say to you, wherever my Gospel shall 
be preached in the whole world, that also which she has 
done, shall be told as a memory of her." 

8. The next day Our Lord drew near Jerusalem. And 
when He reached Mount Ol-i-vet, He bade two of His 
disciples go to a village near by and bring to Him an ass 
and a colt which they should find there # 

9. They did so. And having spread their garments 
upon the ass they made Our Lord seat Himself upon it. 

10. Thus lie entered Jerusalem, while great numbers 
cf people spread their garments in the way, and others 

4. What took place at Bethany? 5. What did Judas say to this? 
6. What did Our Lord answer? 7. Continue. 8. What did Our 
Lord tell his disciples to do when He drew near Jerusalem? 
9. Did they do so? 10. How did He enter Jerusalem? 
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cut boughs and strewed the way with them, crying out 
" Hosaima to the son of David! Blessed is He that Com- 
eth in the name of the Lord! " 

11. Many of tin Pharisees, when they heard the joyful 
cries of the people, asked Our Lord to rebuke them. But 
He answered, "I say to you that if these shall hold their 
peace, the stones will cry out." 

12. Then Our Lord wept over Jerusalem and foretold 
the destruction that was to come upon her because she 
had not known the Redeemer. 

13. On entering the city, Out Lord went to the Tem- 
ple where He cured the blind, the sick, and the lame, 
that were brought to Him. 

14. The night after his entry into Jerusalem, He went 
to Bethany. The next morning while on his way back to 
Jerusalem, seeing a fig-tree which bore no fruit, he cursed 
it, and at once it withered away. 

15. The next day the Pharisees asked Him whether it 
was lawful to give tribute to Caesar or not? Now Caesar 
was the Koman Emperor, and as the Jews hated Rome, 
they knew if He said yes, He would arouse the anger of 
the Jews. 

16. If He said no, on the other hand, they knew that 
He would be arrested by the Romans for being hostile to 
the Emperor. 



11. What did the Pharisees ask Our Lord? 12. What did Our 
Lord say in regard to Jerusalem? 13. Where did Our Lord 
go on entering the city? 14. Where did He pass the follow* 
ing night? 15. What did the Pharisees ask Him the next day! 
16. What if He said no? 
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17. But Our Lord answered, " Why do ye tempt me> 
ye hypocrites? Show me the coin of the tribute. " And 
they gave Him a penny. 

18. Then He said: "Whose image is this?" They 
answered, " Caesar's." " Render therefore," He replied, 
" to Caesar, the things that are Caesar's and to God the 
things that are God's." 

19. As they were going out of the Temple, He told His 
disciples more fully of the destruction of Jerusalem 
which was to be trodden under foot by the Gentiles until 
the end of the world. 

20. And then He told them some of the signs that 
shall mark that awful time. The sun, moon, and stars 
shall cease to give light, the earth shall tremble, and men 
shall wither away for fear. 

21. Then shall the Son of Man appear in the clouds 
with great power and majesty. And mankind shall 
appear before Him, and He will judge them and separate 
the good from the bad. 

22. To the good He will say, "Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, possess the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world." 

23. To the wicked, He will say, "Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels." 



17. What did Our Lord answer? 18. Continue. 19. What did 
Our Lord describe more fully as they were going out of the Tem* 
pie? 20. What else did He tell them? 21. How shall the Son of 
Man then appear? 22. What will He say to the good? 23. To the 
bad? 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

THE PASSION OF OUE LORD. 

1. The time of the Pasch was now at harv and Oui 
Lord told Peter and John to go into the city and they 
should see a man carrying a pitcher of water, and they 
were to follow him, and in the house where he should 
go, they were to prepare the Pasch. 

2. They did so, and when they were gathered together, 
He told His disciples that He wished very much to eat 
that feast with them, because it was the last He was to 
eat on earth. 

3. He then washed the feet of His disciples. He came 
first to Simon Peter, who at first would not suffer His 
Master to do so. But Our Lord told him that if he 
would not let Him wash his feet he should have nc 
part with Him. Then Peter let Our Lord do as Hf 
would. 

4. Afterwards they all sat down to table. Then Ou* 
Lord took bread in His hands, and raising His eyes t< 
heaven, blessed it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, 
" Take ye, and eat ; this is My Body." 

5. In like manner He touk the chalice filled with wine 
and blessed it; then gavt it to His disciples, saying, 
"Drink, all of you, of this. For this is My Blood of the 

1. What was now at hand? 2. What did He tell them? 
3. What great act of humility did Our Lord now perform? 4. 
Describe the manner in which Our Lord instituted the Blessed 
Sacrament 5. Continue. 
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New Testament, which shall be shed for you and fof 
many to the remission of sins. 

6. Our Lord then told the apostles that one of them 
was about to betray Him. All were troubled, and each 
asked, "Is it I, Lord?" And Our Lord answered, "It is 
he to whom I shall reach bread dipped." 

7. Then dipping bread, He handed it to Judas, saying, 
"That which thou dost, do quickly." And rising from 
the table, Judas went at once to the high priest, and 
sold His Lord for thirty pieces of silver. 

8. Our Lord then told His disciples to love pne another 
as He had loved them. Then He said to them that His 
hour was come, and that before the night had passed all 
of them should forsake Him. 

9. At this Peter cried out that he would never forsake 
Him. But Our Lord said, " Amen, amen, I say to thee, 
the cock shall not crow till thou deny Me thrice." 

10. Our Lord then went to the Garden of Geth-sem- 
a-ni on Mount Olivet. Here He told Peter, James and 
John to watch with Him while He went to a lonely grotto 
to pray. 

11. Falling prostrate on the ground, He prayed to His 
Father, saying, " If it be possible, let this chalice pass 
from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

12. Twice during this awful anguish He sought His 
disciples, but each time He found them asleep. And 

6. What did He then tell the apostles? 7. What did He do? 8. 
What counsel did Our Lord give to His disciples? 9. What did 
Peter cry out? 10. Where did Our Lord go after the Last Supper? 
11. What did He pray? 12. Bid His disciples watch with Him.? 
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His agony grew so intense that His sweat became as drops 
of blood, falling to the ground. And an angel came from 
heaven to support Him in His lonely suffering. 

13. At length He sought His disciples a third time, 
and said to them, "Sleep on now and take your rest. 
Tlie hour is come. The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into the hvnds of sinners/' 

14. Even as He spoke Judas came with a band of 
soldiers, and going up to Our Lord, kissed Him, saying, 
€€ Hail, Master!" 

15. Our Lord said to him, " Dost thou betray the Son 
of Man with a kiss?" Then going towards the armed 
band, He said, "Whom seek ye?" They said, "Jesus of 
Nazareth." And He said, "I am He." And at once 
they all fell to the ground. 

16. Our Lord then gave Himself up into their hands. 
But Peter drew a sword and cut off the ear of Mal-chus 
(kus),the servant of the High Priest. 

17. Our Lord reproved him for this act, saying, 
"Thinkest thou that if I asked My Father, He would not 
send Me more than twelve legions of angels?" 

18. The disciples then fled, and Our Lord, after heal- 
ing the ear of the servant, let Himself be led away a 
prisoner to the house of Caiaphas (ka-ya-fas), the High 
Priest. 

19. Here the great council was assembled, and Our 

13. Did He ask His disciples a third time? 14. Who came as He 
spoke? 15. What did Our Lord say to him? 16. Did Our Lord 
give Himself up? 17. What did Our Lord say? 18. What did the 
disciples do? 19. What was assembled here? 
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Lord was questioned as to the doctrines He had 
taught. 

20. As they had made up their minds to put Him to 
death many false witnesses were brought in. Two of 
these swore that they had heard Our Lord say that He 
would destroy this Temple made with hands, and after 
three days would rebuild it. 

21. Our Lord made no reply to these things. Then 
the High Priest said to them, " I adjure Thee by the 
Living God, tell us, art Thou the Christ, the Son of 
God?" Our Lord replied, "Thou hast said it. 1 am." 

22. Then the High Priest rent his garments and cried 
out, " He has blasphemed; what need have we of more 
witnesses?" And the council answered, "He is worthy 
of death." 

23. When Our Lord was led into the house of the High 
Priest, Peter and John followed to see the end. In the 
courtyard of the house there was a fire, and Peter went to 
it to warm himself. 

24. And while he stood there, three persons accused 
him, one after another, of having been a disciple of 
Our Lord. And each time Peter denied that he knew 
Jesus. 

25. And just after he had done so for the third time, 
the cock crew, and Our Lord turning, looked at Peter. 
And Peter remembered that Our Lord had said, " Before 



20. What did they do? 21. Did Our Lord reply? 22. What did 
the high priest do? 23. Did Peter and John follow Our Lord? 
24. What happened while he stood there? 25. What happened 
?ust after he had done so for the third time? 
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the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice," and went out 
and wept bitterly. 

26. Our Lord was now given up to the soldiers, by 
whom He was abused and insulted during the rest of the 
night. They spat in His face, and after blindfolding 
Him, struck Him with their fists, and then cried out, 
"Tell us, Christ, who it was that struck Thee." But 
Our Lord bore all in patience and silence. 



CHAPTER VII. 

CONTINUATION 0? OUR LOBD'S PASSION. 

1. The next morning, Our Lord was once more taken 
Gefore the Great Council, and declared worthy of death. 
And when Judas heard this, he went to the high priests 
and gave them back the thirty piece* of silver, saying, " I 
have sinned in betraying innocent blood. " 

2. But they said to him, "What is that to us? Bear 
thou the sin of it." Then Judas threw the money down, 
and went and hanged himself with a halter. And the 
priests, taking up the money, bought wjth it a potter's 
field, in which to bury strangers. 

3. As the Jews had no power to put any one to death, 
Our Lord was sent by them to Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
Governor. He was in doubt as to what he should do, so he 



26. In whose charge did Our Lord remain the rest of the night ? 
1. Where was Our Lord taken the next morning? 2. What did 
tfiev answer? 3. 'WTiy was, Our l<ord s,entj to pontius PHat#? 
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sent our Lord to Herod, King of Galilee, who was then in 
Jerusalem. 

4. Herod tried to make Our Lord perform some mir- 
acle before him. And when Jesus would not please him 
by so doing, he put a white garment on him in mockery, 
and sent Him back to Pilate. 

5. Now Pilate knew that the Jews had seized Our Lord 
only through envy. So as the feast of the Pasch was at 
hand, when it was the custom to release to the people one 
prisoner, he had a great criminal, called Ba-rab-bas, 
brought out and placed before him. 

6. Then he asked the people whom he should release to 
them, Barabbas or Jesus? And they cried out, "Barab- 
bas." And what shall I do with Jesus who is called 
Christ? asked Pilate. "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" 
answered the fierce rabble. 

?. But Pilate, wishing to save Jesus, ordered that he 
should be scourged. And after He had suffered this ter- 
rible punishment, they put on Him a purple robe, and 
crowned Him with thorns, and placed a reed in His right 
hand. Then they cried out, Hail, King of the Jews! 

8. Hoping to touch the hearts of the people by the 
sight of Our Lord in this condition, Pilate had Him led 
out once more before them. But they only cried out 
again, "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" 

9. The chief priests, too, urged Pilate to condemn Him, 

4. What did Herod try to do? 5. How did Pilate try to save our 
Lord? 6. What did he ask the people? 7. How did Pilate try 
once more to save Our Lord? 8. Did Pilate once more try Uf 
touch their hearts? 9. What did the chief priests say? 
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saying that He had made Himself a King, and that if 
Pilate released Him, he would show himself no friend of 
Caesar. 

10. So at last Pilate yielded, and after having washed 
his hands, to show that he was not guilty of his death, he 
gave Him up to the Jews to be crucified. 

11. The place where Our Lord was to suffer was a little 
hill called Calvary, outside the city, and He was forced 
to carry His cross thither. 

12. Three times He fell on the road, and the Jews, 
fearing that He would die, made a man named Simon of 
Cy-re'-ne, help Him to bear it. 

13. Many women wept on beholding Our Lord thus; 
but He said to them, " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me; weep rather for yourselves and your children !" 

14. When the procession reached Calvary, Our Lord 
was nailed to the cross, and then, bruised, naked, and 
crowned with thorns, was raised in the air, where He 
hung for three long hours in anguish. 

15. On His divine Head was placed this title written in 
Greek, Hebrew and Latin, " Jesus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews." And two thieves were crucified with Him, 
one on the right, and one on the left. 

16. Below him the crowd mocked Him, and the sol- 
diers cast lots for his garments. And the chief priests 



10. Did Pilate yield? 11. Where was Our Lord to suffer? 12. 
Did Our Lord fail beneath its weight? 13. What did Our Lord 
say to the women who wept over Him? 14. What took place on 
Calvary? 15. What was placed on His head? 16. What did the 
crowd do? 
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taunted Him, crying out, " He saved others; Himself He 
cannot save." 

17. But Our Lord, ever patient and meek, only opened 
his lips to utter words of mercy and forgiveness. To one 
of the thieves who expressed faith in Him, He promised 
that he should be with Him that day in Paradise. 

18. Then He prayed for His enemies, " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." Then He com- 
mended His Blessed Mother, who stood at the foot of the 
cross, to St. John. To him He said, Behold thy Mother. 
And to His Mother, Behold thy son." 

19. Darkness covered the earth, as the hour of Our 
Lord's death drew near. At length He cried out, " My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" A little 
later, he said, "I thirst." 

20. A soldier near by lifted up to him a sponge, dipped 
in vinegar. And Our Lord said, " It is finished." Then 
In a loud voice He cried out, "Father, into thy hands J 
commend my spirit." 

21. And bowing His head, He died. And the earth 
trembled; great rocks were split; the veil of the Temple 
was rent from top to bottom; the graves were opened, and 
the dead arose and were seen walking among the living. 

22. At these awful signs, the Roman officers and sol- 
iiers, who were guarding the cross, cried out, "Indeed, 
this was the Son of God." 



17. What did Our Lord do? 18. Did He pray for His enemies? 
10. Did darkness cover the earth? 20. What did a soldier give 
Aim to drink? 21. Continue. 22. What did the Roman soldiers 
cry out? 
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23. Qur LbnTs body was taken charge of by Joseph, of 
Ar-i-ma-the'-a, and Nicodemus, who placed it in a new 
sepulchre, hewn in a rock, where no one had yet been 
buried. 

24. Then the. chief priests sought Pilate, and asked 
him to put a guard before it until after the third day, 
lest the disciples should steal th^ body of Jesus, and de- 
clare He had risen again. 

25. Pilate gave them a guard, which they placed before 
the sepulchre. Then, having sealed the great stone which 
closed the door of the tomb, they went away. 



OHAPTEK VIII. 
OUR lord's resurrection and ascension. 

1. At the dawn of the third day, there was a great 
earthquake, and Our Lord rose to life, and came forth 
from the tomb. And an angel rolled the stone back, 
and sat upon it, and when the guards saw him they fled 
into the city. 

2. Towards sunrise, some pious women came with spices 
to the tomb, to embalm the body of Jesus. They found 
the stone rolled back, and the angel of the Lord seated 
on it, and they were afraid. 

3. But the angel said, " Fear not, for I know that you 

23. Who took charge of Our Lord's body? 24. What did the 
chief priests do? 25. Did Pilate give them a guard? 

1. When did Our Lord rise? 2. Who came to the tomb toward* 
sunrise? 3. What did the angel say? . 
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seek Jesus who was crucified ; He is not here ; He is 
risen as he said." 

4. The holy women, filled with joy, hurried off and 
told Peter and John, who hastened to the tomb. They 
heard it simply, and believing, returned to their homes. 

5. But Mary Magdalen, who had returned to the tomb 
was weeping when all at once she beheld one whom she 
thought was the gardener, who said to her, "Woman, 
why weepest thou? Whom seekest thou?" 

6. Mary answered, " Sir, if thou hast taken Him, 
tell me where thou hast laid Him." Then Our Lord 
said to her, "Mary," and she knew Him and fell at His 
feet. 

7. That same day two of the disciples left Jerusalem to 
go to Em-ma'-us. On the road, Our Lord joined them, 
but they knew Him not, until after having reached that 
town they sat at table. Then He broke bread, and at 
once they knew him, when He disappeared. 

8. He next appeared to the apostles as they sat at 
table, and said, " Peace be with you. It is I! Be not 
afraid! " Then He ate with them. 

9. Afterwards He breathed upon them, and said, 
" Keceive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins you shall for- 
give, they are forgiven; whose sins you shall retain, they 
are retained. " Then He disappeared. 

10. Thomas was not with the other apostles when Our 

4. What did the holy women do? 5. Who beheld our Lord first? 
ft. What did Mary answer? 7. To whom did Our Lord next ap- 
pear? 8. When did He appear to the apostles? 9. What did H« 
ilo afterwards? 10. What did Thomas declare? 
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Lord appeared, and he said he would not believe that Hi 
was risen, unless he felt the wounds in His hand and 
His side. 

11. On the next Sunday, Our Lord stood among them 
and told Thomas to touch His wounds. Thomas did so 
and cried out, " My Lord, and my God." 

12. Then Our Lord said to him, " Because thou hast 
seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed. Blessed are they 
who, seeing not, yet believe. " 

13. A short time after, the apostles were fishing in the 
Sea of Galilee. They had caught nothing after a night's 
toil, when in the morning, they saw the Master standing 
on the shore. He told them to cast the net on the right 
side of the ship. 

14. They did so, and it became so heavy with fish that 
they could not draw it up. Then they went on shore, 
and Our Lord ate with them again. 

15. Afterwards He told Peter to feed His lambs and 
feed his sheep, meaning by this that he was to supply 
both pastors and people with sound doctrine. 

16. Our Lord remained on earth forty days after his 
Resurrection. During this time He appeared from time 
to time to His apostles, and told them the things that 
they had to know for the founding, and the governing of 
His church. 



11. What happened the next Sunday? 12. What did Our 
Lord say to him? 13. What happened a short time after? 
14. Did they do so? 15. What command did he give Peter? 16 
How long did Our Lord remain on earth? 
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17. On the fortieth day Jle came to them for the last 
time, and told them not to depart from Jerusalem, until 
they had received the Holy Ghost. 

18. Then He led them to Mount Olivet, and after 
having blessed them, said to them, " All power is given to 
me in heaven and on earth. As the Father hath sent me 
so I also send you. Go therefore, teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." 

19. Teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you, and behold, I am with you all days, 
even to the consummation of the world. " Then he 
blessed them again. 

20. And even while they gazed upon Him, He rose 
slowly from the earth, and a cloud hid Him from their 
sight. 

21. Then two angels clad in white, stood by them, 
and one of them said, "Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye here looking up to heaven ? This Jesus whom 
you ba^e seen going up into heaven, shall come again/' 
Then the apostles went back to Jerusalem. 

17. What did he command them on the fortieth day? 18. 
Where did he lead them? 19. Continue. 20. Did he then ascend? 
21. Who stood by the apostles afterwards? 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE APOSTLES SPREAD THE CHURCH OF GOD. 

1. The apostles now prepared themselves for the coming 
of the Holy Ghost by fasting and prayer. And ten days 
later, when they were in an upper room with the Blessed 
Virgin, the Holy Ghost came down upon them in the 
form of tongues of fire. 

2. And they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and be- 
gan to speak in different tongues of the wonderful works 
of God. 

3. And the people who heard them, and who came 
from different countries, wondered greatly that these 
men were able to speak the language of different lands, so 
that all could understand. 

4. The apostles now began their mission. Before they 
separated, however, they composed the creed or confession 
of faith. 

5. About this time, while on his way to the Temple to 
pray, St. Peter cured, in the name of Jesus, a poor crip, 
pie who was begging alms. And when the people saw him 
running and praising God, they were filled with wonder. 

6. St. Peter was the first to preach Christ crucified, 
and he converted to the faith three thousand persona. 
Thus was the Church organized. 



1. What did the apostles now do? 2. What happened? S. 
What did the people think who heard them? 4. What did the 
apostles now do? 5. What miracle did St. Peter work? 6. Who 
was the first to preach Christ Crucified? 
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7. When the apostles began to preach the Great Coun- 
cil of the Jews had them put in prison. The next day 
they were brought before it, and then Peter declared 
" that there was no other name under heaven save that of 
Jesus whereby men can be saved." 

8. They were told that they would be severely punished 
if they preached to the people again; then they were let go 
free. Before long, however, St. Peter was again arrested 
and scourged for preaching Christ crucified. 

9. The lives led by the first Christians were very holy. 
They held all their goods in common. Those who had 
fields or houses sold them and placed the money in the 
hands of the apostles who gave to each as he needed. 

10. There was a man called An-a-ni-as, who, with his 
wife Saphira (saf-fi'-r&) were Christians. They sold a 
field and gave a part of the price to Peter, pretending it 
was all they had received for it. 

11. But Peter said to him, "Ananias, why have you let 
Satan tempt you to lie to the Holy Ghost? Why have 
you kept back a part of the price of the field? You have 
lied, not to men, but to God." And at once Ananias fell 
dead at the apostle's feet. 

12. Three hours later Saphira came and repeated the 
same story, when she also fell dead. And when the 
faithful heard these things, fear and terror came upon 
them. 



7. What did the Great Council of the Jews do? 8. What were 
the apostles told? 9. What is to be said of the lives of the first 
Christians? 10. What deceit did Ananias and Saphira practice? 
11. What did Peter say to him? 12. What of Saphira? 
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13. As the Christians grew in numbers the apostles 
chose certain holy men called deacons to attend to the 
temporal concerns of the Church. Among these was 
Stephen, who was the first to shed his blood for Christ, 
being stoned to death by order of the Great Council. 

14. His death only began a fierce persecution of the 
Christians. Many of these fled from Jerusalem, and 
passed from place to place preaching the word of God. 

15. Philip, one of the deacons, went to Samaria and 
made many converts there. And later on Peter and John 
went thither and gave the rite of confirmation to these 
new Christians. 

16. An angel then told Philip to go down by the road 
that led from Jerusalem* to Gaz-a. He did so, and there 
met the treasurer of the queen of Eth-i-o-pi-a. 

17. This great man was seated in his chariot reading 
from the prophet Isaias (i-sa-yas). Moved by the Holy 
Ghost Philip went to him and asked him if he under- 
stood what he read. 

18. He answered, " How can I unless some one show 
me?" Philip then went up into the chariot and began 
to tell him of Christ and the Gospel. 

19. Among other things he spoke of baptism. And 
soon they drew near to a place where there was water. 
And the treasurer asked why he could not be baptized. 

20. Philip said there was no reason why he should not, 

T 

13. Who were the deacons? 14. What did Stephen's death only 
begin? 15. What did Philip do? 16. Where did an angel tell 
Philip to go? 17. Where was this great man? 18. What did he 
answer? 19. What did Philip speak of? 20. What did Philip say? 
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if he believed. Then the treasurer declared his belief in 
Christ, and Philip baptized him, and he went his way r& 
joicing. 

21. When St. Stephen was being stoned, a young 
man named Saul had held the garments of them that 
killed him. After that event, Saul became one of the 
most ardent persecutors of the Christians. 

22. He went to the high priest and got leave to pat in 
prison every man and wojnan at Da-mas-cus who believed 
in Christ. 

23. He then started for that city, but on the way a 
bright light shone about him, and he was thrown as if by 
lightning to the ground. 

24. At the same time a voice said, " Saul, Saul, why 
dost thou persecute Me?" Saul asked who spoke to him. 
A Voice replied, " lam Jesus whom thou dost persecute. " 

25. Trembling with awe, Saul asked what he should do. 
God told him to arise and go into the city where it would 
be told to him what he must do. 

26. Saul rose, but found he was blind. Those who 
were with him led him to Damascus, where he stayed for 
three days without eating or drinking. 

27. At the end of that time a certain man named 
Ananias came to him by the command of God and 
placed his hands upon him. And at once Saul's sight 
came back to him. 

28. He was at once baptized, and his name changed to 

21. Who was Saul? 22. What did Saul do? 23. Continue. 24 
What did the Voice say? 25. What did he ask? 26. What did he 
find when he arose? 27. Who cured him? 28. Was he baptized? 
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Paxil. He at once began to preach Jesus crucified with 
great ardor, and won many souls. 



CHAPTER X. 

ST. PETBB AND ST. PAUL. 

1. After the persecution had grown less fierce, Peter 
went through Judea, and preached to the Christians, and 
confirmed them in their faith. He performed many 
miracles, and won many souls to Christ. 

2. When he was in the city of Jop-pa, a pagan named 
Cornelius, who dwelt in Ces-a-re-a was at prayer, when an 
angel appeared to him and bade him send to Joppa for a 
man named Peter, who would tell him what to do. 

3. Cornelius s6nt at once, and while his messengers were 
going towards Joppa, Peter had a vision. He saw the 
heavens open, and a great net let down in which were all 
kinds of beasts and birds and creeping things. 

4. A Voice said to him, " Arise, kill, and eat." Now 
the Jews were not allowed to eat every kind of animal, 
so Peter answered that he could not eat what was un- 
clean. 

5. The Voice replied, " Call not that common which 
God hath purified." Then the vision disappeared. 

6. And while Peter was thinking what the vision could 

1. What did Peter do now? 2. How was Cornelius directed to 
send for Peter? 3. Did he do so? 4. What did a Voice say to 
him? 6. What did the Voice reply? 6. What did the Spirit of 
God say to him? 
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mean, the Spirit of God said to him, "Three men seek 
you; arise and go with them." 

7. Peter did so, and when he met Cornelius and heard 
how he had been told to send for him, he understood his 
vision. It meant that there was to be no difference 
between Jew and Gentile in the Christian Church, 
because Christ had died for all mankind. 

8. Peter told Cornelius of Christ, and he, with many 
others, was baptized. The Gentiles comprised all who 
were not Jews, and after this, the apostles tried to con- 
vert them as well as the Jews. 

9. Peter now returned to Jerusalem. Here, about 
the year 44, Herod the king began another persecution 
against the Christians. 

10. Peter was cast into prison. But on the night 
before he was to have suffered death, an angel loosed his 
chains, and led him past the guards, out of the prison. 

11. He hastened to the house of Mark, a Christian, 
where he was received with deep joy, which was shared 
by all the Christians when they heard how their vener- 
able head had been saved by God. 

12. Soon after, Herod was receiving embassadors from 
Strange lands. And some of those about him, cried out 
in order to please him, "You speak as a god, not a man." 

13. And Herod believed them. But on the spot, God 
struck him with a terrible sickness, and he died, in the 



7. Did Peter go? 8. Did Peter baptize Cornelius? 9. Where 
did Peter now go? 10. Was he cast into prison? 11. Where did 
he go? 12. What did flatterers say to King Herod? 13. How did 
God punish Herod? 
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most awful torment — an example of the piide of man, 
and the wrath of God. 

14. St. Paul became in a special manner, the apostle 
of the Gentiles. He went with Barn-a-bas to the Island 
of Cy'-prus. Here the Roman pro-con-sul sent for them 
to hear the Word of God. 

15. Now there was a Jewish magician named E-ly- 
mas in the Roman's house, who strove to turn him from 
the faith. And St. Paul, seeing this, punished E-ly'-mas 
with blindness. 

16. When the pro-consul saw this miracle worked by 
St. Paul, he believed and was baptized. 

17. From Cyprus, St. Paul went to Asia Minor. At 
An-ti-6ch, they preached until the Jews made it impossi- 
ble for them to do any more good, when they passed to 
other cities. 

18. At Lys'-tra, St. Paul cured a man who had been 
lame from his birth. When the people saw this, they 
looked upon Paul and Barnabas as gods, and wished to 
offer sacrifice to them. 

19. A few days after, however, certain Jews came from 
cities where Paul had been preaching, and stirred up the 
people of Lystra against him, so that they stoned him, 
and left him for dead. 

20. Paul recovered, however, and stayed for some time 
in the city. Then he and Barnabas passed again through 

14. What did St. Paul become? 15. What did Elymas strive to 
do? 16. What effect had this on the Romans? 17. When did St. 
Paul go from Cyprus? 18. What miracle did St. Paul perform at 
Lystra? 19. What changed the people? 20. Did he recover? 
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the places where they had preached. ... In every 
church they appointed bishops, after praying and laying 
hands upon them. 

21. St. Paul then returned to Jerusalem to attend the 
First General Council, called the Council of Jerusalem. 
A. D. 51. 

22. It was held for the purpose of deciding whether or 
not the Gentile converts should submit to the rite of cir- 
cumcision. And the Council decided that they should 
not. 

23. Some time after, St. Paul started on a second jour- 
ney. He visited many countries, among them Greece. 
Here in the city of Ath'-ens, he found an altar erected 
" To The Unknown God." 

24. Then he told those assembled, that he had come to 
tell them of this unknown God. And a few believed his 
words; among them Di-o-nysM-us, a member of the Ar-e- 
op'-a-gus, a great court of Athens. 

25. From Athens St. Paul went to Cor'-inth, where he 
converted many. Then he passed over to Asia, and pass- 
ing through many other cities, came back to Antioch. 

26. Soon after, St. Paul made a third visitation. When 
he came to the great city of Ephesus (ef-e-sus) he stayed 
two years and won many to Christ. 

27. But persecution arose against him. There was in 

21. Why did St. Paul return to Jerusalem? 22. Why was this 
council held? 23. What did St. Paul do some time after? 24* 
What did he say to those assembled? 25. To what city did he go 
next? 26. Did he make a third visitation? 27. What arose 
against him? 
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the city a great temple, dedicated to the goddess Di-an-a. 
The silversmiths made little copies of this temple, and 
3old them at good profit. 

28. But after St. Paul's preaching, their trade fell off, 
and so they arose against the apostle who was only saved 
by the magistrates from their hands. 

29. At last St. Paul said farewell to the Christians of 
Bphesus. He told them they should see his face no more, 
then begging them to remain true to God, commended 
them to His care. 

30. St. Paul returned to Jerusalem, but the Jews, who 
hated him more than they did any other Christian, rose 
against him, and in order to save him from their fury, the 
Eoraan governor sent him to Fe-lix, the governor of Ces- 
a-re'-a. 

31. Here St. Paul remained for two years a prisoner. 
Then he appealed to Kome, and the Emperor ordered 
that he should be sent to that city. 

32. On the voyage, the ship was wrecked, and Paul 
was saved only by a miracle. He remained at Rome two 
years in a sort of captivity, and then was set free. 

33. He then visited some of the cities where he had 
labored, but about the year 67, went back to Rome. 
Soon after, the Roman emperor Ne'-ro began to persecute 
the Christians, and St. Paul was cast into prison, and 
beheaded. 



28. Did the Saints' preaching injure their trade? 29. Did St 
Paul leave Ephesus? 30. Where did he go? 31. How long did he 
remain here? 32. What happened on the voyage? 83. State the 
last events of St Paul's life? 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE OTHEB APOSTLES. 

1. During these years the other apostles had also 
labored hard to draw souls to God ; so that by the end of 
the first century, every known nation had heard of Christ. 

2. Some of the apostles, and two of the disciples, 
inspired of the Holy Ghost, wrote the life of Our Lord. 
These histories are called Gospels, and were written by 
Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

3. Sts. Peter, Paul, James, and Jude wrote several 
JSpistles (g-pis-ls) or Letters to the faithful of different 
cities, to instruct or advise them in matters relating to 
their faith or conduct. 

4. St. Luke also wrote the Acts of the Apostles, 
and St. John wrote the Revelations, that is, all that 
God made known to him of the things that are to 
come. 

5. By degrees, all those writings were gathered to- 
gether, and they form the New Testament. 

6. After preaching at Jerusalem, St. Peter made 
Antioch the centre of his labors. Later, he went to 
Eome, and in that city, he, the first Pope, governed the 
Church for twenty-five years. 

7. On the same day that St. Paul was beheaded, St. 

1. What of the other apostles? 2. What did the apostles 
write? 3. What were the apostles? 4. What did St. Luke also 
write? 5. What became of these writings? 6. Where did St 
Peter labor? 7. Where did he die? 
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Peter was crucified with his head downward, as in his 
humility he had begged to be. 

8. After Our Lord's death, St. John, the Beloved Dis- 
ciple, took His Blessed Mother, and by his tender love, 
strove to make up as far as he could for the loss of Her 
Son. After her death, he was seized and cast into a 
caldron of boiling oil. 

9. Saved by a miracle, he was banished to the island of 
Pat-mos, where he wrote his Revelations. Afterwards he 
was allowed to come to Ephesus, where he wrote his 
Gospel. 

10. For many years before his death, this great saint 
whom Our Lord had loved so tenderly, preached but one 
sermon, "My children,, love one another. " He died 
about the year 100 — the only one of the apostles who 
died a natural death. 

11. All the others shed their blood for Christ. But 
the Church of Christ which they founded, prevails, and 
will prevail until the end of time. 

12. The Jews who had rejected Christ, and persecuted 
his apostles, soon felt the wrath of God. In the year 69, 
they rose against Borne. Ti-tus, the Boman general, 
besieged Jerusalem with a great army. 

13. Within the doomed city, first famine, and then 
pestilence, raged, while one party fought against an- 
other. At last the walls fell ; the city was taken, the 

8. Who took the Blessed Virgin? 9. Was he saved? 10. What 
sermon did St. John preach? 11. Were all the others martyrs? 
12. What of the Jews? 13. What went on within the doomed 
city? 
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temple burned, and the people killed, or sold into 
slavery. ; , . 

14. Ever since that time the Jews have Remained scat- 
tered among different nations, without a country or a 
king, while Jerusalem, their Holy City, is held by infidels. 

15. But the Church of Christ has flourished through 
all these ages. In the first days, when the Great Council 
of Jerusalem vainly sought to stop it spreading, 
Gam-a-li-el, a Doctor of the Law, said to them: 

16. "If, this be the work of men, it will soon fall to. 
nothing, but if it be the work of God, you cannot destroy 
it." 

17. Time has shown the truth of the Jewish Doctor's 
words. The Church is founded on truth : her voice is 
the voice of truth, and she can no more die than truth 
can perish. 

14. What has been their fate since? 15. What of the Church 
of Christ? 16. Relate Gamaliel's words? 17. What has tf-*v> 
shown? 
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